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9th Fareham (Price’s School) Scout Troop

	



	
In the midst of Wartime, inspired guidance and great personal qualities brought the most unlikely of groups into existence, introducing boys to a wide range of experiences and values, loyalty and service that were the hallmark of an excellent leader. An 11 year spell of opportunities which, aside from the activity Reports written, brought forth no lasting legacy to the School. A matter of regret. Let this Chapter make good some of that deficiency.

Requests to the Hampshire Scout H.Q. ands to the National H.Q. have brought forth no documentary evidence of this group, the story of which is reproduced here as appeared in the Lion magazines, and with a few photos that have arrived since.
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It seemed like a good idea at the time!
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Eric Butcher writes of Scout Camp with "Wick"
I found this picture of the Prices Scout Troop with me and John Coghlan, I think in either 1941/42. We are both in the second row up. As seen, I am the second in from the right, and John is the second in from the left . The camp was at Rogate. We camped in ridge tents, one of which can be seen in the background. The Scout Master was the Rev Royds Jones otherwise known as “The Wick” (nobody knows where his nick name came from). I know the boy next to me is John Coghlan who was a close friend but cannot identify anyone else. I remember parents came to visit half was though the week to see what we were doing, with a number of cakes brought to help us survive. Best Wishes Eric Butcher ( dates at Prices 1941 to 1946)




	1942, July
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Good Camp site. Pity about the weather!










	1942, December
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In the midst of a world at war ….. a carefree and happy camp …. sing songs in the evening around a camp fire in a hollow in a lovely setting beneath some trees. Boys are learning to be men who can look after themselves …. and be of use to others. 26 Price’s boys in 4 Patrols.
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	1943, December
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“Everything gave evidence of sound training”. An expansion of Scout activities with training for older boys, with achievement acknowledged.
    







	1944, July
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The Troop magazine referred-to has been a hitherto (May 2020) unknown aspect of Troop activity. From the last comment in the Report above of the 1944 Camp, it seems that it might have started in about Easter time, 1944. 

Right out of the blue arrived the copy of issue No.5, sent to us by Victor Hughes. The full magazine appears at the end of this Chapter and is a remarkable product, for the detail it includes of the minutiae of the workings of a Scout Camp. It is a testimony to the “keenness” of the compiler, which seems to have been just a single person, clearly fired-up with his Scouting passion.
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	1945, July
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Two former pupils attending Camp to help: Alec Bowmaker and John Fenwick Gale.
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Picture c/o Peter Phelan. photograph was taken at Whitsun Camp in 1948 which was at Southwick House.
	
Back Row.                  Tony Sherwood, Royds, Gus Hughes, ? Unknown, “Titch” Stone, “Ticky” 
                                     Toyne?  Unknown, Unknown, Peter Phelan.
Middle Row.              Unknown, Brian Byng (wearing beret), David Stoneham? Unknown, Jennings?.         Front Row (sitting).  Roger Dimmock, Colin Nicholson, Neil Densham, Unknown, Unknown,             
                                     Unknown









	1945, December
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Continued involvement from past Pupil Fenwick Gale, working with Seniors.












	1946, July
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	1946, December
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For many boys, this may well have been a first contact with foreigners.



	1947, March
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	1947, July
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	Scout camp 1947 - Inspection
L - R  Michael Herbert, Tony Sherwood, John Farthing
	Hiker's Badge  1947.  L - R  Michael Herbert, 'Pussy' Heath



On the back of the right hand photo, it states that this was at the start of an 18 mile hike over 2 days. The night was spent sleeping under a hedge!! Apologies to Mr Heath, as I cannot remember his first name and it says 'Pussy' on the photo.



	1947 , December
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	1948, March
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	1948, July
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	1948. December
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This the first time that Leader Revd Michael Royds Jones, has put his initials to any piece in the Lion Magazine. There are almost no photographs of the man, either. He was not a self-publicist.
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Photo c/o Peter Phelan, on the left in this photo taken at the 1948 Camp at Privet
	1949, May
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	1949, August
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	1950, January
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	1950, April
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It is difficult to imagine, in 2020, the scale of work needed to bring a Camp venture to fruition in the 1940s. No mobile phones, not even many private or public phones. No Internet or emails, none of the Social Media of the early 2000s. Transport limitations. None of the modern tentage so easily accessible these days, or good, effective all-weather boots and clothing. Camping without easily accessible electric power points, or toilet conveniences. None of the easily erected pop-up tents, nor of lightweight pegging or weighing-down systems.
And, as means of entertaining teenage boys there were fewer distractions of the TV kind, with all of the modern “smart technologies”.
Commitment to an agreed arrangement could be generally relied-upon, with few social distractions or public entertainments. Society was not so “liberal” then, as now. Individuals were more inclined to corporate or group involvement, less selfish, accepting of challenges and personal limitations. Loyalty to a brand, such as a school, a team, or groups such as Scouts was common.
People were leaner, more vigorous, hardened to the rigours of life, less inclined to be a part of the   blame culture.

	1950, August
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	1951, July

	[image: ]











	1952, January
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	1952, May
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Lion: “One thing in particular which one noticed about him was the way in which he put aside the air of School master, especially at camp, and treated the members of the troop with the true feeling of the 4th Scout Law. The reputation gained by the Scout troop was a sign of the high standard of scouting which he himself set by his own example.”
Lion: “I suppose we were almost always on opposite sides in any argument that was likely to develop and so I could see clearly in him: his outstanding courage and absolute devotion to his beliefs. In an earlier age he might well have been a martyr himself and he would have expected his opponents to be equally resolute. He is a priest and a scientist but there must be many O.P.s who feel that they owe Royds a debt of gratitude, most of all for his devotion to scouting, camping or sailing.” 
                                                                                                                                                        Herbert Thacker
Scout Camps
	Year
	
	

	1941
	
	
	4 boys at a summer camp with Portsmouth Scouts formed the nucleus of Price’s Scouting

	1942
	Whitsun
	Wickham
	Petrol leaders & Seconds

	
	
	post exams
	Senior Patrol weekend

	
	Summer
	Rogate woods
	Whole troop, for a week.

	
	Autumn
	Boarhunt area
	A Wide Game day with 2 other Troops

	1943
	Summer
	Rogate Woods
	Whole troop, for a week.

	
	
	
	2 weeks farming Camp for 14+

	
	
	
	Senior Pupils on “journeys” for 1st Class Test

	
	
	New Forest
	Patrol Leaders’ Conference

	1944
	Whitsun 
	
	Weather almost too hot! Seniors follow Roman Road to Winchester & Salisbury – 3 days, carrying all kit: mishaps, abandoned.

	
	June
	North Boarhunt
	“Lions” Competition Patrol won Local Assn. Scout Competition.

	
	Summer
	
	Whole TroopEdition No 5 of the Troop  Magazine / Newsletter, appears

	1945
	Whitsun
	Wickham
	“Campers’ Badge training for 2 boys on own.

	
	
	Fareham & District Scout Rally revived.
	Observation Tower & an aerial runway

	
	
	Newtown
	Weekend training camp for young, inexperienced team representing Fareham in Hampshire-wide Emlyn Cup Competition

	
	Summer
	Petersfield
	No tents to hire or buy, none of own, so Bivouacs were the order of the day. Site almost perfect.

	
	Autumn
	Snowdonia
	Mountain experiences. 5 boys + 2 Fareham 11th made up a Patrol to join 40 others. 

	
	
	Wickham
	2 Patrol leaders camped-out

	
	
	Rookesbury Park
	Annual Wide game with other local Patrols invited.

	1946
	Summer
	Beaudesert International Camp
	Several European Countries represented

	1947
	Spring
	Spurlings Farm
	Weekend camp to select team to represent Fareham in Emlyn Cup won by Price’s.

	
	Whitsun
	
	Senior Scouts (15+) competition

	
	Summer
	Rogate
	Whole Troop.

	
	
	Paris
	2 boys to be in group of 5 from Fareham to be in Hampshire Troop at the International Scout Jamboree. Others planning a long hike from Exeter to Fareham via Dartmoor and all hilly areas between!

	1948
	Easter
	Isle of Wight
	4 members planning a hike around the Island, carrying all kit.

	
	Whitsun
	Southwick Park
	At WW2 D Day HQ

	
	Summer
	Scout chalet in Kandersteg, Switzerland
	2 Senior Scouts

	
	Summer
	Privet
	Shared with Portsmouth Scout Troop

	
	
	Sports competition
	Won by Price’s Scouts

	1949
	Spring
	
	Produced a Play to raise funds. First “Bob-a-Job” week, for National Funds.

	
	Summer
	
	Won County Sports competition again.

	
	
	Rogate
	Camping again on familiar territory, helped by 2 past scouts. Good, new site, good weather.

	
	Autumn
	
	Successful fund-raising

	1950
	Spring
	Rookesbury Woods
	Late afternoon & early evening signalling session. 

	
	
	
	Owl Patrol won the local Association competition camp, and will go forward to the Emlyn Trophy.

	1951
	Summer
	New Forest
	Bad weather, adventurous hikes by seniors. Everyone on a 24 hour hike.

	1952
	Revd Michael Royds Jones retires as leader of the
9th Fareham, Price’s School Troop.
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Review.
Ed: This, Price’s  Scout Magazine No 5 original is in the possession of Old Pricean Victor Hughes, and was sent to me by Society President Patrick Nobes, then scanned and posted back to him on 29/05/2020,
At 28 pages long, it is a veritable marathon of typing by someone evidently committed-to and passionate about the Scouts, and in particular, the Price’s Scouts. It looks very much as if all of the typing has been done by the same person who has imparted a huge effort to generate a product of value to the writer and hopefully cherished by his Members.
Sadly, the existence of the Scouts and their activities, beyond Reports submitted to the Lion, probably by the leader Rev. E. Melville(Ted) Royds Jones, has warranted little commendation by higher authorities. That might not be correct, for all we have to go by is the printed word.                                                   
Mr. Royds Jones, aka “Wick” when I was at the School was a distinguished man, but completely self-effacing. Hardly a photo exists of him, nor any mention of his family. A dedicated and good teacher, who played a full part in the extra-curricular life of the School, the commitment he had to the scouts was total. To have funded such an expansive and outward and forward-looking group at the height of the ravages of the World War, was incredible. This was positivity on a grand scale. Grand, not because of its profile, but in quality terms, at a time when resources were lean, distractions to the war-time austerity were few, beyond the tragedies that affected all lives.
From such unpromising material emerged the Price’s Scouts, whose exploits are presented in the unedited Lion extracts gathered here. How sad then, that it’s role in the life of Price’s School went unheralded. No long-term memorial to its successes, and really, no great paper trail either. Contact has been opened with the Hampshire Scouts Headquarters in the quest for archive records, but nothing received to date.
The magazine appeals much to me for its home-spun crafting. It was produced with a passion, a love for what was being conveyed and those for whom it was written. I wonder what then, was thought of its purpose? Was it warmly welcomed, valued, cherished, appreciated by the boys as they aged, and their Parents? Whatever of its standing at the time, it is received here with value and admiration for its writer(s)
· The typescript is a big task
· There was so much to recount, and in such detail
· Layout is packed, with little white-space
· Attempts to use illustration were   good and welcomed
· Reprographics uncertain, but likely quite primitive – war time concerns.
· Paper trimming used scissors on a handful of sheets at same time – leads to uneven cut lines as the paper slides
· Original paper is foxed
· Some hand-corrections, page numbers added post-printing
· The rough edges and other consequences of copying a document that has not been taken apart for the purpose have been left in to verify and authenticate the state of the original.
· The specimen see comes to me 76 years after its production and really, is in good condition.







[image: ]
Picture c/o Peter Phelan. “This one was taken at summer camp in 1950 at Brill in Buckinghamshire.  I can’t remember the name of the individual on the left.  He was a stranger to me who had come to help.  I don’t know whether or not he was an old boy of the school.  
[image: ]After him, from the left: “Titch” Stone, David Jones (who was a keen bell-ringer at St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s church), me and Tony Sherwood.”
Picture ↑c/o Peter Phelan:  “Taken on the school premises.  It shows some of us cleaning up after summer camp 1949 which was at Rogate. Tony Sherwood is carrying the boxes while I am the one in the middle scrubbing dixies.  The hut on the left was formerly the school tuck shop (before my time) but then became the scouts’ store room.  The little boy in front is Royds’s oldest son.
E.M.R-J might have felt the need to retire from the level of active scouting that had been much of his life in the 11 years of the 9th Fareham (Price’s School) Scout Troop but that sense of independence and self-reliance did not retire with him for, as is evident in the brief extract below, there was life in the remains of his legacy yet.

	[image: ]




Ed: The pity of this “Adventure” was that there were no names attached to it in the relevant Lion, dated 1953, so no further listing can be made. The full article appears in the “Spirit of Adventure” section elsewhere in this Report. It was an Adventure of the toughest kind for boys of their age – about 15?
What a shame that the Price’s Scout Troop had closed before John Rousell’s time (1954 – 1959). And how proud of John would have been the founder and leader of that Troop, the Revd. E Melville Royds Jones on John’s Queen’s scout achievement, below.

Summarising the development of the Price’s Scouts:
	Dec 1942
	Initial impetus was with a small group of 4 Price’s boys sharing a Camp with a Portsmouth Scout Troop. There was a struggle to find suitable premises for meetings, activities and storage. Wartime night time blackouts being an important consideration, resolved in the end by support from Home Guard personnel who helped with weekend activities. An early ambition was to build a trestle bridge rom blitzed trees! Thus much early activity was off-premises and engaging with the community.

	Jul 1942 
	Saturdays emerged as a good training time, and would have been a boon for the boarders too, giving them something to look forward to. The bridge was built over the Wallington stream. There were new recruits and a Troop flag was purchased. A Whitsun Camp for Patrol leaders and 2nds was already a kind-of future target that would be seen by patrol members as something to look up to. But the Camp at Wickham was a wet one! And another Camp after the Summer exams for the senior scouts’ Patrol, which tended to use Saturday evenings for training. The use of a Trek Cart was gained

	Dec 1942
	Training continued for independence and self-reliance. I year on from foundation, 4 boys had grown to 4 Patrols with 26 scouts in all.a 5th Patrol, the Eagles was formed. Scouts enrolled as Home Guard Messengers. Morse Code and night time signalling lamp  skills were developed.
“A privilege, in a world at war, to spend a carefree and happy Camp!”

	Jul 1943
	6 Patrols now, with 40 boys, but a small Hall and insufficient staff. Badges are an incentive to training, already differentiating according to experience. Future leaders emerging, with the First Class Scout badge. Using a barbed wire fence to transmit Morse messages! Learning to compromise. Service to the community being  valued.

	Dec 1943




	Good standard of camping praised. Independent camping etc, en route for 1st Class badges. A defined senior section now meeting on Saturdays. A new rank of Troop Leader introduced and a King’s Scout award earned.
	[image: 1940s-UNITED-KINGDOM-BRITISH-SCOUTS-ROVER-KINGS-SCOUT-BADGE-Top ...]
Kings Scout Badge

	Jul 1944
	Activities led increasingly by senior Scouts, with a Competition Patrol emerging preparing for the Emlyn Trophy inter Troop competition. Occasional “civilian” adult help at Camp, and the new, “Ninth” Troop magazine appears/
	

	Mar 1945
	Loss of senior scouts to own Patrols becomes a problem for the younger groups Preparations for a parents’ Night. More testing times for senior scouts, and demanding Night Hike.

	Jul 1945
	Two former scouts joined the Whitsun Camp. A return of the Fareham & District Scout Rally and a team in the County competition for the Emlyn Cup. New site fr the Summer Camp and with no tents, it bivouacs to keep us dry.

	Dec 1945
	A good summer camp. Seniors off to N.Wales for some mountain experience. Continued support from past Scouts. 2nd class scouts meeting on a Wednesday night and seniors on Saturdays 

	Jul  1946
	Emlyn Trophy Winners while representing Fareham & District - team of 6 boys U17. Some adverse conditions for the Whitsun Camp. Public performances of P.E. to Music. Senior Scouts representing the County at the Beaudesert International Scout Camp in Leicestershire.

	Mar 1947
	A successful Parents’ Evening was held, demonstrating a range of Scout activities, in the Green / Tin room. After the success of the International Camp last Summer, there were plane for a world-wide gathering in Paris – fund raising efforts throughout the area to support the few,, senior Scouts who might be able to attend.

	Jul 1947
	The Price’s Troop will again represent Fareham in the Emlyn, County Competition. A new competition for Senior Scouts (15+) at Whitsun, and another (U15) later. Back to familiar Rogate for Summer Camp. Two Scouts at the International Jamboree in Paris.

	Dec 1947
	Camp site shared with the friendly 21st Portsmouth Troop who lugged all the kit up the hill to pitch camp and occupy it for the first week, with us having the easier task of striking Camp and taking it all downhill, where we had an unfortunate 2 hour wait because the transport driver forgot to collect us!

	Mar 1948
	A new venture – a Play to perform to parents on Parent’s Night.

	Jul 1948
	Whitsun Camp in the grounds of Southwick Park where the D Day landings were planned. Lack of success in the Fareham area competition speaks of the need for thorough preparation and lack of complacency. Another benefit is that is    induces enthusiasm in other Troops.

	Dec 1948
	Back to winning the Fareham area competition. Shared campsite gain with the 21st Portsmouth Troop. No Play or Show at the Parents’ Evening – allowing more time for conversation. Mixed weather fortunes for those on their 1st Class Scout test hikes. Sixth Form, senior scouts helping the junior Patrols, and some assistance still from a former Troop member. Another now runs his own Troop.

	May 1949
	It was all right on the night! Some additional help once normal training resumes. “Bob a Job” scheme starts, and a supportive group of Parents have an initiative to augment previous fund-raising . 

	Aug 1949
	A new senior scout trophy in the County Sports competition won by our Troop. Summer Camp will have two former Price’s boys helping.

	Jan 1950
	Night exercises with flashlights at Summer Camp, shared again with 21st Portsmouth Troop. The Parents’ support group raised a good sum of money at a sale of work. More external help with Test preparation. 

	Apr 1950
	Just a routine term!

	Aug 1950
	Summer Camp in a new destination, further away in the New Forest, and for two weeks!

	Jul 1951
	Loss of access to Whitsun Camp site, new one at Wallington.

	Jan 1952
	Owl Patrol, winners of the Fareham area Best Patrol competition and these were 2nd in the Hampshire-wide, Emlyn Trophy even, held over a weekend Camp at Botley. Some adventurous hikes by older scouts.

	May 1952
	“The time has come,,,,”




9th Fareham (Price’s School) Scout Troop
An Overview
To have established an organisation like a Scout Troop was, for a single leader, a bold and considerate thing to have done. That its inception was at the heart of the War Time years in 1941, a doubly commendable thing to have done. Then add to that, the amazing successes that followed and the whole Price’s Scout story was a major achievement within the spectrum of attributes of which Price’s School could be proud.
The War years were generally ones of economic depression and social stasis. Personal, disposable funds were in short supply, but there was not much to buy, anyway. Combined costs of uniform, travel and other resources needed for scouting would have seemed an unwelcome intrusion to the family budget, thus acting in a kind of inhibitory way to membership and participation. 
	Troop funds were always low, but as the overall enterprise grew, on the back of a make-do-and-mend philosophy, initiatives surfaced that introduced a fund-raising trend extending over some years and enabled the purchase of some new tentage and other resources. “Bob a Job” week appeared on the scene in 1949 with the combined benefits of further funding of Troop and local Associations, as well as the start of a fixed levy heading in the direction of Scout H.Q. This was another addition to the breadth of activity emerging from the group. 

Starting a new group that was to meet in the evenings, during war time led to some immediate difficulties in securing a venue that was Black-out competent – not the School. So, instantly the group was a part of the local community from amongst which came help from the local Civil 
	[image: Bob-a-Job Week leaflet (1949) ]


Defence unit to help solve its meeting needs. With a keen focus of training that related to the camping activity that is a constant thread throughout time, the Price’s Troop matured in interesting ways beyond the occasional fund-raiser. Diversifying the nature of the annual Parents’ evening with the inclusion of a Play illustrates two features that enabled the Troop to develop and sustain its unique character.
The initial idea for a Price’s School Troop arose from a group of 4 boys who went on a Summer Camp with scouts from the 21st Portsmouth group. This was to be a relationship that extended throughout the 11 year life of the Price’s Troop, with shared equipment set-up at a Summer camp by one Troop and taken down later at the end of the time using it at Camp, by the other Troop. It remains a good thing to have working co-operation with other groups.
Camping seems to have been the inner framework around which much of the training was directed. Routine troop meetings centred on Patrol-led learning sessions with practise Camps where the practical skills learned could be put into effect. That first level of teaching was by Patrol leaders, but there were tasks that older, 1st class Scouts would lead-on. Occasionally, there would be some external, Parent or Civil Defence led input, and, as a reflection of loyalty felt to the Troop, even past members would return to assist. One such person, even though at work, would cycle from Portsmouth on Saturday evenings to take sessions for the older Scouts. Training was thus inward-directed but outward looking, and well-supported with external help, differentiated according to experience and age. With a continuum of recruitment, progression, ‘graduation’  and return investment of effort, that is how successful groups become self-sustaining over time.
The Camps were immediately local, for practise purposes. There were Whitsun Camps not far away and Summer camps just over the horizon. Within the latter from time to time there were opportunities for small groups to take-off on their own for a night or two in pursuit of a given skill badge. The Camps were sometimes subject to external Inspection, and an amazing number of them seemed to be very wet! That just seemed to increase resolve however.
And from that sort of independence arose, at other times, a trend for ad hoc groups to decide all on their own to indulge in a Camp of their own, elsewhere. There is mention of days on the Isle of Wight, accounts of pairs of Cadets on Hikes to Scotland (late 1940s) and Reports featured in the “Spirit of Adventure” section of 5 boys spending several nights in Snowdonia (c. 1954), and others of pairs of boys in the series of Land’s End Races (1960s). None of these were adult organised or even supervised! 
Scouting comes with its heritage of traditions and values and practices, some of which might seem quaint and old-fashioned these days – the latter maybe associated with the group structure rather than philosophy. I am sure that the Duke of Edinburgh Scheme, founded in 1956, has its basis in the Scouting model, though lacking in its on-going association with group organisation. That Scouting seems to have a fairly universal appeal is partly because it has remained consistent, yet able to adopt novel approaches. Its system of skill and service badges, hierarchically arranged represent meaningful challenges for even the long-term and senior Scouts, and the younger ones will always have an eye on what the bigger boys are doing. That applies too when there are interesting options available to the older boys which need a certain entry qualification as a pre-requisite for access.
Trekking into the unknown, wild-camping, reliance on skills previously learned all contribute to the growing and maturing person – what challenges, what incentives, what amazing chances to grow-into new phases of life! 
There were domestic intra-Patrol competitions, local inter-Troop challenges, representational responsibilities and County Patrol Championships, County Sports events and even chances to be involved in 2 International Jamborees
That the initial group of 4 boys grew to 40, in 6 patrols with other occasional “specials” for competition and joint exercises, is testimony to the quality of leadership, the value of support from others and the panoply of chances made available by this excellent organisation.
The end came rather abruptly, it appears from the Lion termly Reports. But to the experienced eye, there were hints of its impending demise from the gradual, apparent loss of enthusiasm, and forward-planning. 
Age, other demands on his life, not least his own family, the exhaustion of his own ideas and the realisation that this burgeoning enterprise really did need more and younger input made Royds make the most sensible though regrettable decision to close the Troop. Royds was a man generous with his time and sincere in his Christian outlook, always seeking the best for others, a good role model for the boys. Leaving behind him what, over 11 years he had nurtured so well, must have been an emotional time for him, especially as he continued to work in the School afterwards. I wonder what sort of a gesture of thanks and appreciation the Parents of the Price’s boys extended to him?
What a shame there was nobody willing or able to continue his great contribution to the lives of the boys who passed through his Troop, and to the School of which it was a part.
It is matter of great pity that until this Report was compiled, there was no permanent record of the achievement of the Revd. E. Michael (Ted) Royds-Jones in the conduct of his Scout Troop. Schools, organisations of any kind would do well to acknowledge the value of those working within them.
Further references to E.M.R-J are to be found in the Gazetteer, Parts 1 and 2, arranged alphabetically.
                                                                                                                                 David Goldring   11/06/2020

Criticism! (In the Lion magazine of 1917)
In a different way of scheduling items for a publication such as this, one approach might have been to take a chronological sequencing, the better to show patterns of development. But, having come across the piece that follows which was printed in the July 1917 issue of the Lion, that inclination was culled in favour of a different approach, in the circumstances.
The Price’s Scout Troop was founded in 1941, 24 years after this article was published. The Troop was the concept of one man, with singular views about the kinds of influence that would serve well the needs of a growing lad. And that, set into the context of the nation at war, when really there was little to make childrens’ lives much fun or challenging or happy. The complete sequence of Reports in this Chapter gives the lie to the charges that find expression in the missive below. Quite what had stimulated such a vituperative and pompous assault on the Scout movement, who knows. There seems a bit of a macho influence at work here, and a hint at showing-off 
There is no other mention of Scouting in Lion magazines until 1941, so perhaps a or some boy(s) were members of a local Troop outside of School with stronger attractions than a Cricket team practise. 
Participation in the Cadet Corps in 1917 was not compulsory, neither was it universally welcomed. The CCF, of later date, the tradition of Steeplechase events, even the regularity of the “Hymn Sandwich” type School Assemblies each had their dissentient views and behaviours, showing rebellion against the established authority, so, “Observator” might just have been an “advanced party” reconnoitring the environment to assess potential for an alternative style of education. Surprising amongst all of this was that there were no follow-up articles.  Perhaps it was an Editor’s attempt to stoke a fire? But more so, that it got printed in the first place. There is a nominal role as “Editor in Chief” for a Headmaster, to be able to quash such mal intent!)
Thereafter, peace reigned until the late 1920s / early 1930s when there was further dissent about what the Lion magazine might include, reported-on elsewhere, and how it should be arranged. Again, with some surprisingly public criticisms.

Jul 1917 Extract from School Notes by “Observator”!

We confess that we utterly fail to understand—it may be owing to lack of intellect and it may not—the particular brand of idiot that prefers to lead some little potty scout troop to being a member of the School Cadet Corps, and who whilst sporting his First XI colours, deliberately tries to cut a First XI. Match - with various net practices - in order to be present at the puerile sports held by an insignificant conglomeration of human protoplasm. We repeat that this brand of lunatic passes our comprehension. Do not mis-
take us. We have nothing to say against the Scout movement in general. There are Scouts, and Scouts. Malvolio might have said, “Some are born Scouts, some become Scouts, and some have Scouting thrust upon them.”
We should like to point out that there is nothing in the Scout system that is not learnt in a Cadet Corps, and at the same time with none of the gaudy display that characterises that movement. It, moreover, was not meant to run counter to the Cadet Corps. The majority of patrols are in those districts where either a Cadet Corps is an impossibility, or the schools of the district cannot raise one. So far, so good; but that anyone who has the chance of joining a Corps should prefer to be a little tin god among a bevy of atoms is a mystery.

Slackness, of course, is at the bottom of it. A Cadet Corps demands strict discipline, a Scout patrol does not to the same degree. It is free and easy, just about the worst thing for a school-boy. It is this brand of skunk who, while going about questioning the number of hours’ work put in by those who are doing National Service, takes precious care to do as little as he can. He rushes off to his satellites. They demand all his time.
We hope that the time is not far distant when the War Cabinet will compel every physically fit school-boy over 12 years of age to join his School Corps. It is quite time that these slackers were made to toe the line.
OBSERVATOR.
Ed: This, somewhat caustic attitude from a correspondent hiding behind a non de plume, suggests there was a Scouting alternative at the same time as the Cadet Corps, very near to the start of the 1908 School. But there is no other evidence of such a group in the School.
                                                                 		



John Rowsell
[image: ]                  The only Pricean known to have achieved a King’s Scout badge.
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The Scouts.

Four Price’s boys at a summer camp with Portsmouth scouts, and invested as
scouts on the last day in camp, were the start of a troop of scouts in the School. The
first difficulty to be met was the provision of a meeting place, The troop tried in succes-
sion the Corn Exchange in Fareham Market, the hall of the Five Arches Club, and a
room in front of the Youth Centre. The first, with the stalls and desks in it, was too
small and dingy ; the second seemed almost ideal until an irate clerk appeared and said
that he could not work in the room below with noise so loud above his head ; in the
third there was hardly room for the troop to move, Since the beginning of October the
troop has been the guest of the Home Guard at the Connaught Drill Hall, a very
spacious place, well blacked-out, though unheated.  On some Saturdays Price’s School
Scout Troop has appeared in the Orders for the Day for the troops stationed at
when the sentries have been instructed to allow the scouts to use their woods. The wet
weather has afforded good training in fire lighting. Anyone can light a fire in dry
weather— it takes a good scout to light a fire, using only what he finds in the woods,
when it has been raining all night and for some days before,

When the warm weather begins next year we hope to build trestle bridges
across a river.  The blitzed trees in front of the school were a godsend for practicing
axmanship, but in the spring we shall try to get permission to fell some large dead pines.

The troop, to start with, has been limited to a few keen boys. By the begin-
ning of next term it will have been sufficiently well established to accept new recruits,

The fixture list has again of necessity been greatly curtailed. Only one school,
Parbrook, has been played, and there have been three fixtures against Club sides. Itis
thus difficult to assess at all accurately the standard or ability of the Ist XI. The two
gmes against Purbrook did show us, however, that we have a certain amount of talent
n the School.  The first game at home was a hard tussle in a gale of wind and the
School certainly adapted themselves to the conditions more quickly than their opponents
and were tairly easy winners.

In this game Keane led the forwards brilliantly, and made the most of all his
chances. In fact, in this match he reached a standard which he afterwards could not
attain,  Marshall and Wood were the best of the other forwards, both doing a tremen-
ilous amount of work in defence. In the return match the form of the school was disap-
pointing. There seemed to be an atmosphere of slackness throughout the team, with
one or two exceptions, and this applied more particularly to the defence, At half-time
Purbrook, who had been far the better side, had a comfortable lead.

In the second half the School played much better. They began to go hard for
the ball, and had much the better of the game throughout ; in fact, sufficient chances
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THE SCOUT TROOP.

After Christmas the Troop accepted new recruits and is now up to full strength,
and has purchased a large Troop Flag from the subscriptions of the scouts themselves,
This term cricket has naturally interfered with attendance on Troop Nights, and on
Saturday afternoons, but training has gone on at all available opportunities. Saturdays
have provided practice in firelighting, cooking, swimming, axemanship and tree-felling.
A bridge was built across the Wallington on a scorching hot afternoon when bathing in
the river was the best part of the bridging.

The Patrol Leaders’ and Seconds’ Camp at Whitsun was invaluable experience.
The camp site was a beautiful spot near Wickham and we learnt that making ** scrim ™
(or army camouflage) from oily netting and coloured hessian is no easy job. Rain began
in the middle of Saturday afternoon and did not stop till midnight. Sunday afternoon
was wet, and Monday afternoon was wetter. We arrived home, pulling the trek cart,
very wet, but in thoroughly good spirits, conscious that we had accomplished a fine
piece of camping. Anybody can camp in fine weather : it takes a good scout to camp
successfully in the wet.

The most notable development this term has been tne formation of a senior pat-
rol to press on with the more advanced training.  Most of the training is done by the
boys themselves on Saturday evenings. Of the events planned which will probably
have taken place before this is published, there is to be a treasure hunt over a four or
five mile course across country, ending with tea and a bathe in a stream. The Senior
Patrol is looking forward to a week-end camp after the exams are over.

Unless anything serious happens (such as the Japs invading the South Coast),
summer camp for the whole troop, in the second week in August, will be in a beautiful
wooded estate near Rogate, Petersfield, where we are the guests of Sir John and Lady
Windham. The Camp will be run, as all good scout camps are run, on patrol lines,
each patrol camping by itself, cooking for itself, and looking after itself. Considering
how few troops are able to camp this year, we are fortunate to be able to arrange thus
to carry out the most important part of our training.

THE STEEPLECHASE.

Junior Senior Combined
1 SCHOOL HOUSE, 81 1 BLACKBROOK, 52 1 SCHOOL HOUSE, 679
2 WESTBURY, 152 2 WESTBURY, 67 2 WESTBURY, 724
3 CAMS, 157 3 CAMS, 74 3 BLACKBROOK, 742
4 BLACKBROOK, 178 4 SCHOOL HOUSE, 109 4 CAMS, 767
Individual Placings :
Junior Senior
1 LENNOX (S) 1 McKENNA (W)
2 GILBODY (B) 2 GWILLIAM (W)
3 GARSIDE (S) 3 PYLE (©)
4 NICKLESSI (C) 4 WELLSTEAD (B)
5 SIMKIN (8S) 5 FULLER (C)

6 JOHNSON (S) 6 SUGGATE (B)
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I am putting forward the names of all N.C.Q’s,, and all Cadets in the present
No. I Platoon for Certificate A Part I examination to be held early in the new year. It
means taking a chance on some parts of the examination, but nothing venture nothing
win. Remember however, that you can’t make up for bad marks on one subject by
good marks on another. A certain standard must be reached in each.

Qur main difficulty still is shortage of instructors. 1f you know any competent
person who could and would help please put me in touch with him.

. Ji 5.

The Scout Troop.

A Scout who does not go to camp is like a sailor who does not go to sea. So
Summer Camp is a climax in the Scouting year. It was a great privilege in the midst of
a world at war to spend at week in a care-free happy camp, and sing songs in the even-
ing around a camp fire in a hollow in alovely setting under the trees. Buta Scout Camp
is not only a happy holiday but also war training of the best kind, when boys are learn-
ing to be men who can look after themselves, do things for themselves, and be of use to
others.  On the first Sunday evening in camp a new recruit was invested in the Chapel
Tent.  Just a year previously four boys from Price’s had been invested at the same spot.
This year the four boys had grown into four patrols, making 26 Price’s Scouts in camp.
We had an aerial runway of 250 feet span, built an observation tower, and had stalking
games over the wild part of the estate. The night game provided thrills stalking the
enemy in the pitch dark woods. A good deal of the work planned could not be done as
the weather was bad, but we had good training in carrying o, wet or fine.

This term so many boys have asked to join the Troop that we have formed a
fitth patrol, the Eagles, but we have had to say “no” to many would-be recruits whom
we would have liked to have accepted if there had been room for them. The half-term
holiday gave an opportunity to organise an all-day wide game in perfect autumn
weather, in which Price’s School Troop, the 3rd Farcham Troop, and a Troop from
Portsmouth converged on Boarhunt from different directions. After a truce for making
fires and cooking dinner, the game was continued over some miles of country.  On the
Monday an all-day tramp gave good practice in map-reading and compass work to four
older scouts who followed the line of the old Roman Road from where it leaves the
present main road at Bedhampton and goes right across country to Wickham. One
stream had to be waded and hardly any deviations from the line were made. It is
remarkable how little sign of the road remains. One lady who caught us trespassing
through her garden told us that she knew the road went under her lawn, and near South-
wick we were shown a Roman encampment.

A good many of the Troop are enrolled as Civil Defence Messengers in case of
emergency. We have already established visual communica’ion in morse during day-
light between the School and a point near Fort Nelson, a distance of more than a mile
and a half, by means of our home made signalling lamps. We are planning that more of
our work in future shall be training for civil defence.
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The Scout Troop.

This term, Price’s Scout Troop has been increased to six patrols, making a mem-
bership of 40 boys.  There is still a waiting list of boys wanting to join, but shortage of
staff to run the troop and the small size of the hall in which the troop meets during
winter black-out makes it difficult to admit large numbers.
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The Inter-Patrol Competition Shield, won last term by the Hawk Patrol, has been
a great incentive to keenness, especially in working for proficiency badges. A few of
the badges have been easily won, but many of them are well worth working for and earn-
ing. Several Scouts now wear the Ambulance Badge, and we are hoping that before
the end of the term at least one Signaller Badge will have been earned; this badge de-
mands a degree of perseverance that few boys can give. The “First Class Scout ” Badge
has been won by J. F. Gale and V, Hoad. These are the first to be obtained by the
Troop.

‘With buzzers and ear-phones, messages have been sent in morse from Park Lane
to the far side of Uplands Park, using as telegraph wires the new barbed wire fence that
separates the Park from the Recreation Ground. This method of communication can be
used over very much greater distances if only there is a continuous fence long enough.
An interesting, and somewhat exciting exercise was the erecting of a block and tackle
for lifting heavy weights high off the ground. The block was attached to a tripod of
long and heavy poles which was too heavy to lift by hand. Shear legs were constructed
in order to erect the tripod, and at one time during the erection the tripod appeared
to be in danger of falling on to electric supply wires.

An important part of Scout training is that small patrols train themselves under
their own leader, which was the method used with success by Baden Powell when train-
ing scouts in the army. Some of the patrols have made good use of this method,
especially the Hawks on Saturday evenings, with the result that they were allowed to
run a patrol camp on their own at Whitsun. Whitsun Camp for scouts with the Second
Class Badge, was on the same delightful estate as last year, but with more favourable
weather. The sand pits in Rooksbury Park afforded good opportunities for tracking
exercises, and the tall bracken was excellent cover for wide games.

Summer Camp this year will be at the same place as last year. It is almost impos~
sible to get the perfect camp site, especially in a civilized and cultivated country such as
England. OQur site at Rogate suffers from being far from the water supply, and in hav-
ing no grass in the immediate vicinity of the camp ; but it has abundance of woodland,
which gives camouflage protection to the tents, plenty of firewood and opportunities for
axemanship, and the large wild estate, covered with trees and bracken, is excellent for
wide games, and some of the views are aslovely as any in this part of the country. The
camp is bigger than last year and the staff smaller, which will add to the difficulties of
running it, but at present the weather looks more promising, though there is plenty of
time for it to change before this is published. This year, after a week’s scout camp for
the whole troop, many of the scouts over 14 are staying on for a fortnight’s farming
camp to help with the harvest.
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and to specialise in pre-service training. The Army has co-operated by providing an
instructor in unarmed combat. The Junior Troop has a complete new set of Patrol
Leaders as it has lost the old ones to the Senior Troop with the exception of Hoad, who
is a great help in nisnew rank of Iroop Leader. We were very pleased that at the end
of last term he won the King’s Scout Badge.

The Troop hopes to hold Parents’ Night on February 5th, when all friends of the
Troop will be welcome to see on the screen photos of Camp and a demonstration of
some of the activities of Scout Training..

The Debating Society.

The beginning of the winter term isalways a critical period for School Societies,
and this September the Debating Society counted itself particularly unfortunate for, not
only had many of its most interested and able supporters left school, and its former
Secretary, T. H. Dyer, about to do so, but it had lost its first President, Miss Mullins,
who had led the Society through so many early difficulties so well,

Miss Harcourt has succeeded her in that capacity, and the remairing members
of the Committee are now asfollows: Mr. H, R. Thacker (Vice-President), J. J. Way
(Secretary), and J. D. Cole.

Two debates, both well attended and keenly contested, have been held up to the
time of writing.

The first, J. D. Cole in the chair, was held on Ist October, the motion being that
“ The German people are responsible for the war and must be heavily punished.” A
Bowmaker and K. Joint spoke for, and R. K. Ockenden and R. Stapley against the
motion, which was defeated by 6 votes to 5.

“Russia is a menace to Western Civilization,” was the motion debated on 22nd
October, R. Stapley being Chairman. J. J. Way and P. Fairhurst, the proposer and
seconder respectively, being opposed by M. Lewis and J. Palmer. The motion was
passed by I5 votes to 12,

The Committee hope that more speakers will appear in the future, while sugges-

tions as to suitable subjects will be most welcome.
J. J. W. (Hon, Secretary).

Play Reading Group.

Despite the departure of Miss Mullens at the end of last term, the group has still
continued its activities under the guidance of Mrs, Hay. We are, however, rather handi-
capped by lack of numbers. This term we have had four meetings and have concen-
trated on the study of “ Macbeth.” Although Shakespeare may put some people off, we
have had a great deal ot fun out of “ Macbeth,” but as a change, next term we intend to
try something more modern and less difficult. We hope to have at least two more
meetings before the end of the term.
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BLACKBROOK.—D. E. G, Hills, D. A. Evans.

SCHOOL HOUSE.—A. J. Bowmaker, B. W. Tyrrell.

WESTBURY.—]J. Gwilliam (School Ist XI Football and Cricket, Victor
Ludorum), P. R. Whales, A. E. Hatter.

The Scout Troop.

The biggest event of each year is Summer Camp., Weather this year was a great
improvement on the previous year’s, and several days were spent on the river. One
game along the river provided several incidents which surely owed their inspiration to
Commando training— Arthur Jeffery holding single-handed against all comers a bridge
which consisted of a tree trunk spanning the river twelve feet above the water until
charged with a rugger tackle by someone as fearless of heights as himself ; three scouts
who dived fully clothed into the river to avoid capture and swam to the other side ; and
the party who went along the undefended side of the river and overcame the defence by
stripping and swimming across naked to attack from the rear. A monkey bridge (rope
bridge) was built across the river at the best bathing place. Rogate Common provided
a glorious stretch of wild country for another wide game, when a steep track running
North and South across it had to do duty as the Burma Road.

The Commissioner’s Report on the camp says: ‘“A ‘first-class’ Camp in every
way. 1 was particularly impressed by the high standard shown in all pioneering
activities and by the fine sense of responsibility shown by the Patrol Leaders. Every-
thing gave evidence of sound training.”

The main Scout Camp was followed by a fortnight’s Farming Camp for boys
over I4. Very few farmers around us seemed to want to employ the boys, but those
who did give them work in the harvest fields were very pleased with the help they gave.
Our kind host wrote: “I was talking to Mr, Baker on the ’phone and he was very
pleased with the boys he had. The ones I had did some very good work when I had the
suitable work for them, such as corn harvesting. 1 was very disappointed that my neigh-
bours did not make more use of the boys, as I feel certain they should have done.”

Several pairs of boys went off on journeys for their first class tests, and had to
camp out and look after themselvesin addition to covering a good bit of country and
reporting on it. The Patrol Leaders attended a conference of about 600 Patrol Leaders
in the New Forest; from their enthusiasm a P.L’s monthly training night is now being
run for the Fareham District.

The biggest change on the Troop during the term is the separation of scouts
over 15 years old as a Senior Patrol, meeting on Saturdays for advanced instruction
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Price’s School Cadet Corps.

The end of this term is also the end of another “ Cadet Year,” and it has heen
on the whole a satisfactory one. There are no outstanding events to record, but there
are several facts worth mention,

During the year there have been two Examinations for Cert, A, one in
December and one in May. Nine members of the Company took the Exam. for Part I
and twenty-four for Part I, and all passed. This is very pleasing, and the more so when
we find that there were in May last, 52 Cadets old enough to take at least Part I of the
Exam. and that at that date there were only nine who had not passed Part I,

In the eliminating tests for the London Cup, the section from this Company
(Section 3, under L/Cpl. Phillips) won the Battalion Cup, a performance on which they
deserve congratulation.

I am glad to find that several N.C.O’s. have been able to attend Courses of
instruction held by the various Army Schools of Training, in P.T., Fieldcraft, and
Vehicle Maintenance. These courses are extremely useful, both to the individuals who
take them and to the Company. In this connection I feel I must mention our indebted-
ness to Sgt. Blake and Corporal Knight for the very good work they have done as P.T,
instructors.

Finally, to my very great regret, I have to announce that after carrying on
the Company for five years I am no longer able to do so. A year ago, as the result of
illness and overwork I nearly resigned, but decided to try for a while longer, but I
realise that I cannot keep on, and I find myself becoming less and less efficient, so I have
given in my resignation.

I cannot tell at the time of writing what the future of the Company will be,
whether it will be carried on under another commander, or whether it will be disbanded,
and the cadets transferred to the companies nearest their homes. I do ask you all,
whatever happens, to do your best to make a success of it, and not to lose interest. The
training is of great value for all who are joining the Forceson leaving School or later,
and moreover it is aduty to fit oneself to play one’s part in war so long as present con-
ditions endure.

Thank you all for your keenness and good work during these five years; I
wish I could have done better work for you in return,

J. SHADDOCK.

- The Scout Troop.

Camping is an important part of scouting, so at this season it occupies much
of our thoughts. We were extraordinarily fortunate in the weather at Whitsun. After
having been cold without a break since Easter, it suddenly changed to hot weather the
day we went to camp—on Friday just after school—and we had the first fine Whitsun
camp this troop has had. In fact it was too hot. Five of the seniors set out to follow
the track of an old Roman road straight across country to Winchester and on to Salis-
bury. It was a strenuous undertaking with tents, gear and food for three days carried
on the back. Unfortunately, one of the home-made carrier frames broke up ; this, with
other mishaps and the broiling hot weather, defeated the Seniors, but we hope not for
good.
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The rest, with Alec Bowmaker, who could not go with the Seniors, and Fen-
wick Gale for the latter part of time, had a delightful camp at North Boarhunt, which
our Competition Patrol used for training.

On June 10th, under the leadership of Vivie Hoad, the Competition Patrol—
the Lions, since they represented Price’s School—won the Local Association Scout
Competition, only beating the 2nd Fareham by a narrow margin. Itis interesting that
the 2nd Fareham team was led by one of our scouts who had transferred to the Sea
Scouts a few weeks earlier so as to get experience for the Navy. The Lions from our
Troop will now represent the Fareham District at the Hampshire County Competition
for the Emlyn Trophy.

Summer Camp follows directly after the School term, when the whole troop
will be under canvas. We hope to have Mr. Goss and Mr. Jarvis to help make the
camp the success it was last year,

A noteworthy new activity of the Troop has been the Troop magazine “ The
Ninth,” which so far has come out regularly at the beginning of each month.

RESULTS—EASTER TERM.
FIRST ELEVEN.

H. School 6 v. Southern School of Art 2
(Cole 2, Gwilliam 2, Blake, Young).

A, Sehool 1 v. Purbrook 1
(Blake).
H. School 8 v. Portsmouth Municipal College 1
(Cole 5, Blake 2, Young).
COLTS ELEVEN.
A. School 5 v. Gosport High School 0
A. School 8 v. Gosport High School 0
HOUSE MATCHES.

FIRST ELEVEN COLTS
Cams 5 v. Blackbrook 2  Cams 5 v. Blackbrook 0
Cams 3 v. Blackbrook 2  Cams 4 v. Blackbrook 1
Cams 11 v. Westbury 0 Cams 2 v. Westbury 3
Cams 6 v. Westbury 0 Cams 0 v. Westbury 2
Cams 3 v, School House 0 Cams 0 v. School House 1
Cams 0 v. School House 4 Cams 3 v. School House 0
School House 0 v. Blackbrook 1 Westbury 2 v. Blackbrook 2
School House 3 v. Blackbrook 0 Westbury 2 v. Blackbrook 1
School House 10 v. Westbury 0 Westbury 3 v. School House 3
School House 5 v. Westbury 0 Westbury 2 v. School House 1
Blackbrook 5 v. Westbury 1 School House 2 v. Blackbrook 2
Blackbrook 22 v. Westbury 0 School House 2 v. Blackbrook 1
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The Scout T'roop.

Separating the Troop into Seniors and Jumiors, though done to avoid .
scouting hindering School Certificate preparation, has some advantages from a
scouting point of view. It enables the seniors to do more advanced work and
different activities, and it gives the younger boys a chance of becoming patrol
leaders sooner, But when there is only one scoutmaster it makes his task four
times as difficult, as not only are there two troops to run, but also the Junior
Troop loses the help of experienced patrol leaders.  Both troops are bound to
suffer a little as a consequence of the difficulties. Last year the Troop had
very great help in Fenwick Gale (Senior Scout) and Vivie Hoad (Troop
Leader). The one has now left school, and the other is in the Senior Patrol,

Much of last term’s work in the Junior Troop was training and absorb-
ing new recruits.  This term much of our energies have been given to prepar-
ing for Parents’ Night. By the time this is in print, Parents’ Night will be
over, but at the time of writing it is in the near future and we are very busy
getting ready.
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Camping is chiefly a summer activity, but it is one of the most important
parts of scouting.  Last summer camp was the best this Troop has ever had—
partly because it was the first fine weather camp, and partly, perhaps, because
the water supply failed suddenly and completely. The whole camp was broken
up at an hour’s notice and sent out in patrols to *“ camp out ”’ in the country
around for a day and a half until the pump in the well was mended. The
competition for the best patrol in camp was won by the Woodpigeons under
Micky Moore. They were not only the best patrol, but also the happiest. The
two things, efficiency and happiness, don’t always go together.

But camping has not been forgotten during the winter months. Two
senior scouts braved the winter weather and long dark nights to camp in
November and pass their hiking test for first class badge by following the route
of the Roman Road from Wickham to Winchester,  We shall soon be getting
ready for Whitsun Camp, and we have already been looking for a site for next
summer’s camp.

A new adventure for this troop has been a night hike by some of the
seniors, We felt a bit mad, and certainly other people thought us mad, as we
took a bus out of Fareham late one Saturday evening in order to walk back, but
when it was over we all agreed it had been a worth-while and enjoyable
experience. We walked from Park Gate to beyond Sarisbury Green, where
we joined some senior 8th Fareham scouts and cooked supper on a fire under
the trees. It was quite dark by then as the moon did not rise till midnight.
We set out on our night walk soon after ten, along small roads for two miles ;
then across what used to be a bit of wild land with a path difficult to find even
in daylight, but rather to our disappointment we found that during the last two
years it had been made into a good cart track to Whiteley Farm, However,
we made up for that by leaving the road north of Lee Ground and travelling
round ploughed fields and woods, steering by compass and stars. The last
part of the journey, when it was getting on for two in the morning, was the
heaviest going ; the sort of remark frequently heard in the dark was “ Come
over this side, the mud is only up to the ankles here.”
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grassy meadow with a stream running on two sides of it and woods on the other two
sides. The tents we borrowed for the last four years are no longer available, nor can
tents be bought or hired, so we shall be very short of canvas; but this will be rather
fun, because the bivies and shelters we shall build will not be just for practice but for
real use to live in. If we get washed out there are barns intc which we can move,
but we do not expect to have to sleep indoors unless the weather is exceptionally
bad.

The Steeplechase.

Conditions for the runners were very good indeed, except for a brisk wind to
annoy the Juniors as they came to finish in the Park. The races provided many des-
perate finishes, especially from the House point of view : the Junior Cup won by half
a point, the Senior Cup was tied for; and once more it was proved that every runner
can count. Blackbrook won the Junior Cup because one of their runners beat one of
the Westbury team into the thirtieth place. Cams shared the Senior Cup with
Blackbrook because one of their reserves beat the last man in the Blackbrook team.
Westbury Juniors certainly had hard luck.

In the Junior race it was generally anticipated that Rowe would repeat his
success of last year: indeed he appears to be building up a reputation which is prob-
ably of considerable help to him before he starts. Once again he seemed to suffer
from stitch, but he was well ahead of Gwilliam, and faster than last year—16 min.,
45-3/5 secs. Gwilliam too ran excellently against a bigger and stronger opponent,
while Pyle indicated that he may, in time, repeat some of the successes of that excel-
lent runner, his brother. Woodnutt too, ran one more fine race.

Suggate came into his own in the Senior race. He has run consistently well
for several years and this time he proved himself definitely the best runner in the race.
He won decisively and was far less exhausted than most of those who took longer.
Cole once more showed what a sprinter can do when he takes to steeplechasing, but,
as he himself said, he couldn’t get near enough to Suggate to trip him up. Betts, hav-
ing been fifth in the Juniors last year. did remarkably well to come in third and will
obviously be difficult to beat in future years. Nobody ran more pluckily than Newe!l
and Hoad, Knight and Gibody—all showed up well.

RESULTS :
Senior. Junior.
1 Suggate (B) 4 Newell (B) 1 L. Rowe (B) 4 Woodnutt (B)
2 Cole (C) 5 Hoad (S) 2 Gwilliam (W) 5 Bass (S)
3 Betts (C) 6 Knight (B) 3 Pyle (C) 6 Alderton (W)
Junior Senior Combined
BLACKBROOK 111 57 561
CAMS 2004 57 8294
SCHOOL HOUSE 138 66 678

WESTBURY 1114 147 922}
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Casualties.

We deeply regret having to record the following :—
Missing.—T. LEGGATT, P. HENLEY.
V. J. KIRBY, who should have been recorded as a Prisoner of War is now
released, as are H. P. DAWKINS and B.S. and P. MANLEY.

The Scouts.

The longest Whitsun holiday we have had for some years saw a little more
than a dozen scouts in camp near Wickham at our old Whitsun Camp Site which last
year had been occupied by an anti-aircraft battery. Fen Gale joined us for Saturday
and Sunday, and Alec Bowmaker was with us all the time. Fen Gale is now in the
detective side of the Police Force at Portsmouth, and writes to say how much his
scout training has helped in his present work. Whit Sunday was pretty wet, but for
the rest of the time the weather was perfect, and we slept outside the tents on some
of the nights. A large oak tree had fallen into the sand pits and provided abundant
opportunity for using felling and hand axes, and the new, slightly damp sand was
excellent for training in reading the meaning of tracks. Quite a number of tests were
passed in firelighting, cooking, axemanship and tracking, and two boys went off to
camp on their own as part of their ** Camper’'s Badge.”

The Fareham District Scout Rally, the first since 1939, was spoilt by rain most
of the afternoon—the only really wet day that week. However, the programme was
carried through without much curtailment, and it was surprising how many people
were there to watch the events. Qur Troopgave a demonstration of hauling a tree
trunk across the field with blocks and rackle, and then the right way to use a felling
axe for cutting it up. An observation tower, twelve feet high, withstood half a dozen
boys scrambling up it at once, and the aerial runway that we constructed from 30 feet
up an oak tree down to the ground proved such an attraction that its use had to be
postponed until other items were finished, and when we dismantled it at 9-15 p.m.
there was still a long queue of boys waiting for a ride down it.

Qur Troop was chosen again this year to send a patrol to represent Fareham
District in the County Competition at Winchester for the Emlyn Trophy  Last year,
when we had an exceptionally good team, the County Competition had to be can-
celled for military reasons. This year all our scouts _over 15 years were taking the
School Certificate exam which clashed with the Competition Camp, so the six scouts
we entered made a very young team. They went for one week-end training camp at
Newtown, and had a very enjoyable time even if they did not get much training done.
When it came to the actual Competition we were quite pleased with the results.
Our team was the youngest team of the thirteen winning teams from all over Hamp-
shire, and they came third in scouting tests, and ninth in camping, making their final
place sixth out of thirteen.

Summer Camp this year is to be a change from our old site at Rogate Lodge,
where we have camped during the war years under the trees to act as camouflage,
with water to carry a long way, and the beautiful wild woods and bracken to play and
work in,  We shall be two miles from Petersfield. and instead of camping on pine-
needles and twigs which are uncomfortable for bare feet, we shall be camping on a
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cold ! Senior and Junior Scouts camped in the same field, but each had their separate
adventure. The Seniors went on a treasure hunt lasting a day and a night, ending up
at the camp of the 11th Fareham at West Meon.  While they were away the Juniors
had a really exciting night game on a starlit, moonless night through thick, dark
woods, ending up with a glorious general scrap in the dark just before the moon rose
at midnight.

A new venture for the Troop was a mountain climbing camp in North Wales
for those of the Seniors who could afford the time and the money. Five of our boys
and two of the 11th Fareham made up a parrol who joined some forty other Senior
Scours at the foot of Snowdon. All kinds of mountain work was carried out~-explor-
ing the mountains, rock climbing with and without ropes, and wide games among the
wildest scenery in England and Wales.

This term Fenwick Gale has cycled out from Portsmouth every Saturdey
evening to run the Seniors, and they seem to be doing good work ; they meet at the
Rover Den and work either there or out of doors. For the first time in winter the
Juniors are meeting in the School Hall, as we no longer need a blacked-out room.
Now that Dennis Stone is in the Sixth Form he finds time to work with the Junior
Troop on Thursdays and is a great help in running it.

Two Patrol Leaders camped for a week-end this term on our Whitsun Camp
site, and at half term we invited all the Troops in the Fareham Association to take
part in a wide game through the woods of Rooksbury Park, which had been lent us
for the occasion. The red bracken and autumn tints on the trees were unusually
beautiful this year. We have had a similar wide game each year except 1944, and
each time have had very good weather.

There is a large number of youngsters in the Troop now, so there is a good
deal of training ahead of us. Some of the second class scouts meet on Wednesday in
Manor Cottage for training in morse and other first class work, Next term we hope
to have our usual winter parents’ night, and show among other things the photos of
Summer Camp on the screen.

- The Sports.

The Sports were run at the end of the summer term, too late to be mentioned
in the July * Lion.”” The track was rough and difficult in parts, but nevertheless
some excellent times were recorded and five records were broken.  The outstanding
performance was undoubtedly in the Junior Half-mile, which produced a terrific
struggle between Ashwell and Rowe, both of whom broke the existing record by
more than four seconds. Ashwell just won, having run an admirably judged race ;
Rowe has another year in this division, but whether he will find anybody capable of
extending him as he extended Ashwell is doubtful, and this year’s record may well
stand for a long time.

Three records went in the Minors’ group, a promising sign. Quinlan, a big
boy for his age, broke two of them and may develop into a very formidable runner.
The 220 was this year run over the first half of the track and this may to some extent
have helped the runners, but Quinlan had already showed in the 8o that he was a
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Examination Results.

HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE.—]. D. Cole, R. F. Stapley, ]. R.
Suggate. #

SCHOOL CERTIFICATE.—*D. Stone, *M. P. Gilbody, A. Baker, *P. A.
Morley, *P. J. Ellis, F. W. D. Newell, *P. A. Corby, *A. Cawte, D. Gates, R.Dye1,
K. Nickless, R. Gates, *T. R. Webb, N. Hibdige, P. Lamport, A. R, Webb, W. C.
McCallum, M. Blake, B. Marshall, P. Trelfa, J. Keats, B. Treloar, J. W. Davidson,
#]. F. G, Jones, *M. A. Moore, ¥K. Stanbridge, *T. Shacklock, G. L. N. Langworthy.
#V.J. W. Hoad, R. Farmer, #A. Knocker, *N. H. Lawrence, *E. Thorburn, *L.. A, V.
Scott, *D. Macfarlane, *G. D. G. Rogers, W. S. Bass.

*Signifies Matriculation Exemption.

Cadet Corps.

In spite of the difficulties which have beset us during the past term, the
Corps has endeavoured to maintain the high standard which has been set by its
predecessors. We are still without an Officer, and this term we have had no P.S. 1
to help us, so the whole onus has fallen upon the N.C.Q's.

The way our work is going is ably demonstrated by the fact that in the recent
Cert. **A"” Examination, 6 of our candidates passed for Part 1 out of 6 entrants, and
13 out of 14 cadets obtained full Certificates.

Several courses are being held this Xmas and it is pleasing to note that there
is no lack of entrants for them. We congratulate Sgt. Jackson, who has been recom-
mended for a P.T. Leadership Course at Aldershot, because of his excellent perform-
ance at a course held in the Isle of Wight. We must also cordgratulate those mem-
bers of our Company who have represented the Battalion at Boxing and who have
acquitted themselves so well.

Now for a word to members of the School who are not in the Cadet Corps.
A great number of boys joined this term and are very happy in the Corps, so why
don’t you come along and swell the numbers of the Company? The Corps teaches
you rudiments of Army training and also teaches you the value of good comradeship,
which is especially valuable in later life.

We must end on a note of hope, as now the war has ended, greater facilities
will be extended to the Corps for training, so we hope to see our Company become a
bigger and better organization in the future. #

J. D. COLE, C.SM.

The Scout Troop.

Last Summer Camp was declared by many to be the best camp we have had.
The site was almost perfect, a sloping grass meadow surrounded by woods on two
sides and river on the other two. The river was deep enough for swilnming. but very
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The Scout Troop.

The Troop is feeling very pleased with itself at present, having won the
Emlyn Trophy. We were chosen to represent Fareham District at the week end
camp at Romsey to compete against the winning teams from all the Scout Districts in
Hampshire. The teams were of six boys each, all under 17 years old, and without any
scoutmasters. Our Troop Leader, D. Stone, was in charge of our patrol. The com-
petition was largely a test in alertness and preparedness to tackle any unexpected
problem, and in general camping ability. The river provided the setting for two of
the tests; one was to get a wounded man acr it dry without any scouts going in
the water or being on the far side to start with. The only gear available was 14 scout
staves and some rope. Another test was to float a fire across the river so as to burn
a piece of paper overhanging the water on the far side. An added thrill to the win-
ning of the Trophy was that it was presented by Lord Louis Mountbatten, who gave
the scouts an interesting and inspiring talk. Many of the men, he said, who volun-
teered for Wingates’ force in Burma had been scouts and had volunteered because of
the taste for open air adventure that had been developed in scouting.

Although, at the moment of writing, the winning of the Emlyn Trophy over-
shadows everything else, the term has not been uneventful for the troop. We had
the wettest Whitsun camp that we have ever had, and it has been wet every Whitsun
that we have been to Rooksbury. The only fine Whitsun was two years ago when
our usual campsite was occupied by an anti-aircraft battery and we had to go else-
where. Tt is very much to the credit of the camp that 15 boys camped for five days
in soaking wet long grass without one boy catching a cold or wanting to strike camp
early, which the Scoutmaster was quite prepared to have done if the boys had shown
any signs of being fed up with the weather. At the end of it one heard the remark
It is the best Whitsun Camp we have had.” That remark has often been made
before, and it is the kind of remark one should feel like making at the end of any
camp.

At the Fareham District Local Association meeting the 9th Fareham were
asked to provide, as part of the entertainment, two of the items we had staged at our
own parents’ night. One was a short scouting sketch, and the other P.T. to music
and acrobatics. We were asked by the people organising the Holy Trinity Garden
Féte at Heathfield on July 17th to do our P.T. and acrobatics there. It does make
P.T. very much more pleasant to do and more interesting to watch if it can be done
to music. It is a difficult and specialised art to accompany P.T. on a piano, and we
should not have been able to have given these performances without the help of Miss
Jewel.
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Summer Camp comes soon now. Tighter rationing makes things more
difficult, but we have surmounted difficulties every war year successfully and we shall
do so again this year. We are going again to the delightful site that we had last year
which would be hard to beat. Some of our best scouts will not be there as the win-
ners of the Emlyn Trophy have been invited by the County to represent Hampshire
at an International Scout Camp in Staffordshire, which clashes with our Troop Camp,
but it will be an interesting experience for them to mix with Scouts of other countries,
some of whom have carried on * underground ” all through enemy occupation.
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told that the camp was about five miles away and that ‘we could bus for two of them,
which was very nice to know. We were extremely lucky, however, for soon after we
had got off the bus a lorry which was going to the camp came past and gave us a lift.
We went to our Sub-Camp and found our tent pitched, a fire place dug and enough
food for twenty ready to be cooked. We had no cooking utensils but by a process
known as “* winning " the Sub-Camp’s Q.M. and Chief, who was the local D.C., ob-
tained sufficient for us. After dinner we went to a Norwegian camp fire and * sang ™

Abdul-Abul-bull.

Saturday morning was spent in making sandwiches for the 50 Danes who
were to form the foreign part of our Sub-Camp and who were arriving about mid-day.
The rest of our troop, Lichfield and Little Aston, arrived in the afternoon.

In case this business of Sub-Camps and Troops is getting confusing I will
explain the camp organization. Twenty English counties had sent patrols of not
more than eight whilst South Staffs, being the host, could send as many as wished to
come. The English section was divided into eight Sub-Camps. To ecach Sub-Camp
was sent one foreign contingent. Inside the Sub-Camp there was a Sub-Camp
Leader and Q.M. and the scouts who were divided into four troops, the foreigners
being in a different troop to the English. Each troop was divided into four patrols.
For each troop there was one kitchen only as cooking was by troops, not patrols.

On Saturday evening there was a camp-fire; it was fairly good, but not as
good as I had hoped it might be. The camp-fire hollow is a marvellous place, a huge
natural basin in a hillside with seats carved out of the sides on the style of the Roman
theatres. There is also a huge wooden throne for the camp-fire chief and any
distinguished visitors. To-day was published the first issue of the ** Beaudesert Sun.”

On Sunday morning we had a rehearsal for the Chief Scout’s visit. In the
afternoon there was a scouts’ own in the camp-fire hollow, followed by a camp-fire
practice. There was another camp-fire in the evening.

The Chief Scout came Monday morning. I was cnoszn to be one of the
special colour party on the main flagstaff whilst the rest of the camp waited at the
three doors which lead to the Arena. The Chief came round and spoke to the colour
parties and then went into the centre of the Arena. At a given signal the scouts
rushed in and formed a seven spoxed wheel of friendship. The Chief then gave a
short address.  Scouting was the one firm foundation on which all nations, creeds
and colours could meet to understand each other better and go forward in service to
lasting peace, he declared.

Welcoming foreign contingents the Chief said: * We have rcad with pride
of your courage and devotion during the war years, and have been thrilled by stories
of how you kept the faith and never forgot the scout promise and law.”

*'We are,” he concluded, " the greatest movement of young men the world
has ever seen—five million strong. We are proud of what we have achieved in the
past, but we are only at the beginning and as the years pass Scouting will have an
increasingly important part to play throughout the world.”

On Tuesday afternoon there were inter Sub-Camp sports, Not athletics but
the obstacle variety. Hampshire and Denmark came 6th out of 14. Especially
noticeable were the foreigners’ hopeless attempts to catch or throw a ball; their foot-
ball, however, was good though it seemed rather rough at times.
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At the beginning of the term, the whole Company was very pleased to learn
that Mr. Hilton and Mr. Howard Jones were taking charge in the respective capacities
of Company Commander and Second-in-Command. Only the N.C.O's can appreciate
fully what this means, but everyone concerned with the Corps has already felt the
benefit of the new arrangement.

Surveying Cadet activities since the last issue of the * Lion,” we come first
to the annual Summer Camp, held by the Battalion this year at Freshwater in the Isle
of Wight. In spite of weather which left much to be desired, 24 members of the
School Company spent a very enjoyable week, in which they did at least their fair
share in raising the Battalion to the place of honour which it attained in the various
competitions.

During the term, four N.C.O's, Bandmaster Wolfe, Sergeant Tappenden,
Corporal Winfield and Lance-Corporal Nicholas, attended a course on Instruction of
the Bren Gun, in which they all did very well, three of them reaching the highest
standard possible.

Directly after this, the whole Company was given a chance to show Fareham
how smart it really was when Armistice Day Service and Parade was held on Novem-
ber 10th. Extra credit goes to the recruits of the Coy. who were very smart,
especially in view of the little training they had received. Still on the subject of
recruits, we were very pleased to enrol some twenty-five cadets during the term, of
whom their Sergeant said, after their first parade, * These kids are keen, and will go
far "—and he did not add * the farther the better.”

Next, the Coy. sent twelve candidates for the War Certificate * A" exam-
ination, of whom ten passed, a very creditable performance in view of the fact that
the entrants had not been specially trained.

It was hoped that many of the N.C.O's and senior Cadets would be able to
go on various Engineering Courses after Christmas to obtain their Certificate “T,”
but unfortunately it was found that School arrangements would not allow it, and so
the scheme fell through. Several Cadets, however, hope to attend P.T. courses in
Wi iltshire this Christmas.

As we both will be leaving before the next ** Lion " we would like to wish the
Coy. a very prosperous and successful future in all its activities.

C.S.M. E. W. GROGAN.
C.Q.M.S. K. R. JOINT.

Beaudesert International Scout Camp, 1946.

The Norwegians were the first to arrive at the camp, reaching it on the
evening of the 31st July. These were closely followed on Thursday by the Dutch,
Belgian, Luxembourg and French contingents. We arrived on Friday evening; we
had been met at the railway station by the scouter in charge of the Sub-Camp to
which we had been posted; he had a car and took our kit, or rather most of it, for
our patrol box which had been sent on as advance luggage had not arrived. We were




image40.jpg
5

The following day Hampshire was invited to lunch with a Danish patrol, an
excellent lunch which left us in no mood for rehearsing for the display, to be given on
Friday. The B.B.C. were in camp all day making notes and records; they also came
to the camp fire in the evening.

Thursday was a free day for all; most of us went to Lichfield to see the
cathedral. Treloar and myself went on Police Duty from 10-12 in the morning and
from 10-11 in the *evening.” Qur duties were to see that no cars were parked in
awkward places and to see the camp was cleared of visitors at night. The second
spell of duty was quite eventful. I went into the Swiss camp and enquired, ** Avez—
vous les civilians ici?” One chap looked at me and said, ** Are you a kipper foot?”
I nodded, whereupon fifteen enormous Swiss jumped upon me with glee and showed
me in no uncertain manner the way out. My next discovery was that Stoke-on-Trent
had three Rangers in their site ; however, in return for two cups of cocoa and three
sandwiches they were allowed to stay another half-hour, at the end of which we
helped escort them to the Guide-House where they were spending the night.

On Friday there was a grand luncheon at the Danes’ site in honour of some
distinguished visitors. The chiefs of all the Sub-Camps were there and for some
reason or reasons unknown I was also invited. The luncheon was excellent; I am
not sure about the speeches. In the afternoon there was a display in the arena. We
did a pioneering stunt, which apart from the fact that it wasn’t announced went off
quite well. In the evening there was a really good camp fire, the best I have ever
been to. It wasn’t broadcast but I think it was recorded.

Saturday, 1 a.m., began to rain. 9 a.m., breakfast was floated in to us under
the tent door.

12 o'clock we got up. We had some tea made on primus stoves in the
marquee and then went to a nearby farm to dry our bedding in a huge barn where
several braziers were burning.

2 p.m., had dinner also cooked on primus stoves; most of the English chaps
had left earlier in the morning so there was central cocking for those left.

5 p.m., stopped raining. Most of the camp was soaked so half slept at the
farm and the other half, including ourselves, at the Guide-House.

Sunday was the best day we had at camp, a lovely clear sky and hot sun.
We moved the tent onto some higher ground and the rest of the other English Troop
E. Yorks, followed suit. Scouts' own the afternoon.

The camping part had really ended now, the rest of the time being spent on
taking the foreigners out to see the nearby towns. It was, however, arranged that all
the English scouts in camp should go on one trip. Four of us went to Walsall on
Monday, the other two went on another trip on Tuesday. As it was still fine on
Tuesday I decided to pack the tent and sleep at the Guide house for the remaining
two nights. On Wednesday we were extremely fortunate in being chosen to go on
another trip, this time to Stafford. It rained a little in the evening. We left camp
on Thursday morning at 8 o’clock and travelled with the Danes as far as London.

D.W.S.
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It is pleasing to note the increasing smartness in turnout, especially in the
newer recruits. Army greatcoats and boots are fine in themselves, but as we are
aware they both need *that something extra.” Some Cadets have achieved that.
Our target is a sparkling turnout throughout the Company. The drill still leaves
much to be desired and visitors and spectators derive much of their impressions from
smart drill. 'We must all put our backs into this.

The Army now offers a wide range of Courses—Map Reading, Tactics, Rifle
and Bren, Recreational Training, P.T., Mechanical and Electrical Engineering. The
response of the Company is quite gnod and a number of Cadets have availed them-
selves of these opportunities at week-end and vacation Courses. Nine Cadets went
on a Map Reading Course at Aldershot, five attended a P.T. Course at Winterbourne
Dauntsey recently, and four senior cadets have expressed their desire to attend a
Cert “T" Course in the Easter vacation. It is significant that many boys upon
leaving school, on joining the regular Army as conscripts, wish to take up Engineering
Cadetships. If they had the requisite Cadet training their wishes would be much
more assured.

Experience of how the Regular Army works is bound to be of great service
to boys who will, of necessity, do some Army service. Therefore we welcome the
projected visit to Germany. A proposal has been made for a visit to our parent
regiment—to a battalion which is engaged in occupational duties in Germany. This
should provide our Cadets with an insight into the working of the Regular Army and,
in addition, it will provide them with an interesting trip in the Easter vacation. We
propose to send a party of 20 Cadets.

We hope to finish off this term with a Day Exercise, including a route march
combined with a field exercise. If the weather is kind we look forward to an
interesting and instructive day.

AWARD FOR SPECIAL SERVICE.

On January lst we were pleased to receive the information that C.Q.M.S.
Joint had been awarded the Certificate of Outstanding Merit to the A.C.F. This
award was approved by H.M. The King and awarded by Maj.-Gen. R. C. Urquhart.

S.H., M.H.J.

The Scout Troop.

Unsatisfactory weather has forced the Scout Troop to meet often in the
uncongenial tin room, but advantage has been taken of snow on the ground for
tracking training, and fire-lighting out of doors in the cold frosty weather was not
nearly so difficult as many people expected. A large fire was built one afternoon on
the frozen surface of the water filling the mine crater; very little of the ice melted,
the water that was formed extinguished the bottom of the fire so that the upper
portion of the fire continued to burn standing on a foundation of wet dead embers.

Parents’ Night this term was a successful evening. It is always a problem to
know what to do to entertain the parents, but what we want to show them chiefly is
the kind of thing their sons do in the Troop,. so we had an abbreviated Troop Meeting
as the first half of the programme. It took only twelve minutes to construct a model
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bridge out of scout staves strong enough for the whole troop to walk across. D.
Stone and M. Heath demonstrated how to produce fire without matches, and not
only warmed themselves in the attempt, but actually succeeded in getting a real fire
going. After a demonstration how scouts would deal with a case of fire, one
unconscious patient was found to need hospital treatment for some other complaint.
We were privileged to witness the operation by the shadow cast on the window
blind. After removal of heart, kidneys and yards of intestines, the trophy for the
boxing competition was found somewhere inside the *victim.” There was some
little difficulty through the patient reviving before the operation was completed, but
that was quickly dealt with with a tent mallet. It was unfortunate that the surgeon
left his scissors inside when he sewed up his inscision, but the error was successfully
rectified. The hall we used was much smaller than the one we had in other years,
but that was rather an advantage as the 25 or 30 boys in the troop have always found
a difficulty in producing enough parents to fill the large hall of Holy Trinity Church
House.

All who went to the Staffordshire International Camp last summer (the
account of which filled the Scout notes in the last Lion) testify to the value of the
experience of camping with troops from other nations. We were able to send a
patrol of scouts, representing Hampshire, by virtue of our winning the County
competition for the Emlyn Trophy. This summer there is to be a Jamboree at Paris,
a camp for Scouts from all over the world. Fareham District hopes to be able to
send about a dozen scouts as part of the Hampshire contingent, though this number
may have to be reduced. The scouts must all have their first class badge and be
between 143 and 173 years old. To go to the Jamboree in France will be a wonder-
fully interesting experience, and of educational value. The Educational Authorities
are providing some of the cost for each boy, which will be considerable. The boys
themselves will be expected to provide about £5 each, and the rest of the Fareham
District, which stretches from Portchester to Park Gate, is trying to raise the money
by means of concerts, begging for subscriptions, and the like.

Dramatic Society.

Since the last issue of * The Lion" three performances of Ian Hay's * The
Housemaster " have been put before the public. The result was an immense success
and, but for a very few slips, everything went smoothly; thanks are certainly due to
Mr. Turner and T. R. Webb for their achievements in back-stage management. The
choir rendered nobly certain songs in the play. The acting reached a high level
throughout, the young ladies in particular, if we may be allowed the expression,
performing manfully.

At the beginning of term a meeting was held to form a secondary group for
play reading, and a start will soon be made on J. B. Priestley’'s 1 Have Been There
Before.” It is hoped that many boys will attend as it is only by this method that
future actors for large plays can be selected. Finally it is hoped to produce another
play at the end of the Christmas Term.

E.AT.
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The camp is being held this year at the barracks in Aldershot from August
3rd to 10th and at the time of going to press it is anticipated that many cadets will be
attending. It is to be hoped that the camp will be a success.

To those who are leaving school and also the company, the best wishes of all
the Corps go with you.

The Scout Troop.

By the time the * Lion" is published the results of the Emlyn Trophy will be
known, but just now we are looking forward to this competition among Troops from
all over Hampshire. Qur forecast for the result is that our Troop will do well, but

not well enough to win it. However, last year we did not expect to win the Trophy
but we did.

The week-end camp at Spurlings farm to determine the team to represent
Fareham in the county competition had to be postponed to the following week-end
because of drenching rain. Unfortunately this prevented the Portchester Troop from
competing, but five teams camped for a week-end of ideal weather. Capt. Everett's
Troop from Park Gate beat our Troop by one mark in test for good camping, but we
more than made up for that in the other scouting tests, so again we will represent
Fareham District.

This year for the first time a separate county competition is being held for
scouts over 15 and for those under 15. The competition for the senior scouts was at
Whitsun. We agein represented the Fareham District, but our first team, which
stood a very good chance of winning the County Trophy, had, owing to illness, to
give way to our reserve team, a team of boys only just turned 15.

Our Whitsun camp this year was noticeable for two reasons: one for the
accidents we had—some because many of the boys were young and inexperienced,
some for causes not in our control such as broken glass in the woods in the exact
place where a boy tripped up: and secondly for the fine sunny weather. This is only
the second fine Whitsun we have had since our Troop started.

Our Summer Camp this year will be back on our old ground at Rogate, which
we used throughout the war. Itis a lovely spot. as the older members of the Troop
remember. Two of our scouts are among the five scouts allowed to go from the
Fareham district as part of the Hampshire Troop at the International Scout Jamboree
near Paris this Summer, and some seniors are proposing a hike from Exeter across
Dartmoor and along hilly country back to Hampshire.

School Dramatic Society.

The news of the Society is at present mainly futuristic. After a lengthy
discussion by the Committee on the play to be produced at the end of the Christmas
term, the choice was narrowed down to five. Copies of these plays were duly
obtained. and after each member had read them through, Patrick Hamilton's thriller
* Rope " was decided upon. This work has been hailed by some critics as the best
murder play yet written. That, of course, is a matter of opinion, but it is definitely
good, and if the cast puts some really hard and convincing acting into it, then the
production, scheduled for mid-December, should be a success.
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The Scout Troop.

Summer Camp seems such a long time ago that it is difficult to realise that it
was held after the previous issue of the Lion. It was one of the hottest and happiest
Summer Camps we have had. We went back to our old war-time camp site at
Rogate with its long carry up hill every time a bucket of water was wanted, and the
fine brown dust from dead bracken and pine needles that covered everything in the
woods; but the difficulties are more than compensated by the really beautiful site
with its lovely view across the valley to Harting hills and by the pine woods and the
bracken. Our friends the 21st Portsmouth Troop camped the week before we did, so
they carted all the gear up the hill to the camp, and our lot was to strike camp at the
end. The transport company asked us to be ready for their lorry by 9 in the morning,
so all tents except the quartermaster’s store and the Chapel were struck on Friday
and the whole troop slept out that night under the trees. Our success in being
completely cleared up so early on Saturday was due very largely to the very hard
work put in by V. Hoad and T. Shacklock, and then we had two hours to wait because
after all the lorry forgot to call for us and had to come back again from Portsmouth.
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Many of our old Scouts who have left the School have been ready to come
back to us and help run the Troop and we have been very eager to have their help,
but the time at which we meet makes this impossible; so we are very pleased that
one of our old Scouts, Alec Bowmaker, has started a troop of his own. The
beginnings of his Troop shated our Summer Camp as a patrol attached to our Troop,
and the Troop now goes ahead well.

During the war years we were able to borrow camp gear but not able to buy
it. We, therefore, never attempted to raise much money for the Troop. It is
possible, though difficult, to buy tents now. The Troop’s first effort to raise money
was by the collection and sale of jam jars early in the year. Most of the £8 received
from this was paid over to the Jamboree fund to enable five Scouts from Fareham
District to go to the Paris Jamboree. Two of the five were from our Troop, D. Stone
and D. S. M. Jones. Our next financial effort was a Jumble Sale. A month's work
by the Troop and several days’ work by some parents and friends sorting and pricing
and selling produced £60, from which a little must be deducted for expenses.

This term we admitted a fair number of recruits, as is to be expected at the
beginning of the school year. Our numbers are getting as big as can be conveniently
managed, so that we may soon have to put would-be recruits on a waiting-list.

A treasure-hunt for all Fareham Troops has been arranged for a date in Jan-
uary, and we shall soon begin preparing for our annual * Parents’ Night " next term.
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Again because of the increase in strength it has been possible to increase the
size of the band. This has of course necessitated the purchase of additional instru-
ments and Lt.-Col. Walker has approved their purchase and the total cost will be in
the region of £100. We want a good band and the Band Festival held in Winchester
in May is now quite near and we can win if we go all out.

Of furure activities, ir is hoped to have a Field Day at the end of this term
and it has been decided that a termly award of a * Best Cadet” Cup shall be
instituted this term. The General Inspection is to be held on 2ith June and the
Annual Camp which will be a Battalion Camp only, probably at Corfe Castle, will
begin on August Ist. It is hoped that this company will put in a large attendance.

Best of luck to you all.
T.H., M.H.J.. R.J.

The Scout Troop

The energies of many of the Scout Troop this term have been largely devoted
to the production of 4 play to be given at Parents’ Night at the end of the term.
Plays always take a great deal of work, but it is work that is not wasted as it is both
good fun and good education. Other scouting activities have inevitably suffered, but
that is only temporarily. We shall need to start soon intensive training in prepara-
tion for the district competitions at the beginning of next term, and for camps at
Whitsun and in the Summer.

One of our Scout parents successfully organised a concert from which the
Troop receives about £10 towards buying tents.

Four members of the Troop are planning a hike during the Easter holidays,
probably round the Isle of Wight. They will carry tents and equipment with them
and will be completely independent. In the summer about a dozen Senior Scouts are
hoping to spend a fortnight in the Scout Chalét at Kandersteg among the mountains
of Switzerland.

Dramatic Society

The Christmas plays are over, with some good performances, although our
audiences were not up to their normal size. However, we have now to settle down to
the task of choosing a play, which will definitely be a three-act, for production next
December.

With the leaving of Thorburn and Target the Society has lost two strong
supporters, both excellent stage-hands and one a principal actor. We wish them the
best of luck in their new spheres of life.

The Commirttee has been enlarged and one or two changes of office made.
A Sub-committee has been appointed for the choice of a new play, and Miss Jewell
has been appointed Producer for this year.
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In the County Sports we fielded a strong Junior team but we were thoroughly
defeated by a stronger 2nd Battalion team. They were very good indeed. Cadet
Quinlan was our only successful runner; he came 1st in the 220 yards.

There are several important events to come. On July 25th will be the Cert.
* A" examination, and from 1st to 8th August there is the Annual Camp to be held at
Aldershot and to be inspected by H.M. The King. A good attendance is anticipated.
Next term, October 10th to 16th is to be held a Cadet Week in Fareham and this
Company has been allotted the task of producing plays on the Thursday and Friday of
that week. Capt. R. Jones is in charge of production and expects great keenness from
the cadets concerned.

We are pleased to note the gift of a cup from ex-C.S.M. Tappenden. This
cup will be awarded each term to the cadet who shows the greatest improvement.
Thank you, Tappenden—a very pleasing gesture.

In conclusion may we wish all cadets a good holiday, and those of you who
are leaving, a happy time in the service for which at any rate you are partially trained.

T.H., M.H.J., RJ.

The Scout Troop

Perhaps the most popular thing at Whitsun Camp this year was a pool we
discovered in the river Wallington. It was big enough to swim in and deep enough to
drown in, as Tich endeavoured to demonstrate. The weather was the hottest that we
seem likely to have this year. QOur camp site in Southwick Park was one which we had
contemplated during the war, but had been unsuccessful in obtaining as General
Montgomery was using it as his Headquarters in preparation for D-Day. It is a good
site, but it is a pity that the luke was contaminated and therefore unusable.

For the first time we failed to win the Local Association Competition, Qur
patrol was fourth, though in marking there was little to choose between the teams.
Though our lack of success is disappointing to us, it is, perhaps, good for the Association
that the same Troop should not win every year. It is also salutory for us to know that
we cannot win the competition without real effort. Our weakness this year seems to
have been failure on the part of one or two boys to pull their weight and back up the
Patrol Leader.

At the time of writing we are looking forward to the Association Sports. All

the cups that we won last year have been handed back, and we are hoping to win some
back.

For Summer Camp we are again co-operating with the 21st Portsmouth Troop.
and going to a site near Privet to which Scouts have not gone before. We very much
like our old war-time site at Rogate, and the superb site at Adhurst, which, alas, is now
ploughed up; but it is not good to go to the same place each year. Anything suggesting
getting into a rut is deadening to the spirit of adventure. Qur new site is on a knoll on
high land and encircled by trees, and many acres of park land all round. Two of the
old members of the Troop are going to the Scout Chalet in Switzerland. Many more
would like to go, but an adventure like that costs too much for most people.
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The Scout Troop

Our hopes of winning the Fareham and District Scout Sports at the end of last
term were fully justified. The afternoon of the Sports started with a drizzle, which
got heavier and heavier, until real steady rain put an end to the Meeting. The post-
poned events, run off at the end of the school holidays only confirmed our position
as winners of the scout section of the Sports.

Summer Camp was the wettest in the history of the troop. We took over the
camp site from our friends the 2lst Portsmouth, in rain, and the rain continued more
or less throughout the week, until the last day, which was hot and sunny for striking
camp. As so often happens, the spirit of the camp seemed to rise in answer to
the challenge of seemingly depressingly weather, and the camp was as happy as ever.
Gussy and Titch were lucky to have for their hike the only dry twenty-four hours in
the whole week.  Peter Phelan and Tony Sherwood., following them, faced rain from
a few hours after their start, all through the night, and most of the next day. The
Scoutmaster was aroused, long after the camp had turned in, by two voices in the
pitch darkness saying : "' Please, Sir, we've come back.” To have found the camp site
in the clearing in a copse in the middle of Basing Park on a pitch dark night was
rather a creditable feat.

Some of last year’s scouts have left school, and their places have been taken by
a few new recruits. We missed Duggy Toyne's help, but Peter Bates, a senior scout
of the troop, has now found time to give us his help. Itis a very great assistance to
have a sixth form boy as acting troop leader. There are still far too many scouts in
the troop who have not yet got their second-class badge, but we are at present, and
shall be next term, devoting more of our time to training for the first-class badge.
which most scouts should get before becoming seniors.

Parents’ night this year was shortened by omitting any kind of play or show,
which allowed more time for meeting and talking. It is our intention, if we can man-
age it, to present a play in Fareham in the spring to raise funds for the troop. This
will mean hard work. The date is not fixed, but it will be a play about Prince
Charlie and the 1745 rebellion, with legends of his ghost and ransom, and a bit of a
thriller about diamond smuggling.

It is a sign of a good troop if its past members go out and start other troops of
their own. Alec Bowmaker's troop has been running for well over a year and is a
good troop. Michael Heath, who left us more recently, has now taken over the
rather small remnants of the scout section of the 10th Fareham Group. We wish
him success and look forward to seeing him build up another good troop.

E. M. R. J.

Library.

We have to thank R. Ditchburn this term for a sertes of most useful gifts to
the Junior Library. This habit (it is almost becoming a tradition) is all the more
useful to the School in days when books are both expensive and difficult to maintain.
We could also do with a few good bookcases, and indeed a suitable room to put
them in. Any offers?




image50.png




image51.jpg
6

The play naturally pushed aside much of the more ordinary scout training, but
that has been resumed, and in the Summer Term we look forward to our camps. The
district competition camp to choose the patrol to represent Fareham at the County
Competition is on June 11th, and the County Competition for the Emlyn Trophy is
on July 9th. Mr. Dove, an experienced Scouter, and father of one of our scouts, is
training some of our boys in work for the first class badge, providing a great help in
our scheme of training.

Some years ago, during the war, when money was wanted for a special reason,
all scouts in England spent a day working to earn at least a shilling each,a “bob a
nob.” So far, Imperial Headquarters in London, responsible for organising and super-
vising the scout movement throughout the British Empire, has never asked a penny
from the boys in the movement. But half a million shillings must be got from some-
where, so in future the half million scouts in Great Britain are in April of each year
setting out to earn money for the movement: hence the " Bob-a-Job™ week which
we had during the holidays. These notes were written last term, so the financial
result cannot be printed in this issue, but we hope for 10/- per scout so as to help not
only Imperial Headquarters, but also the County organisation, and Fareham District
and our own Troop.

There has recently started a thing for which I have wished—a group of scout
parents working steadily to help the finances of our Troop. In the past one or two
parents have made individual (and successful) efforts to raise money, but large and
sustained results are got by many parents working together. Now, owing to the
energy of a few mothers, such a group of a dozen or more parents is working towards
a sale of work towards the end of the year. It promises to be a big affair with very
good work on sale made by people good at their own particular jobs. Such a backing
by the parents is a tremendous encouragement to a scoutmaster running a troop
otherwise almost unaided.

The Chess Club

We are glad this year to welcome six new members to the Club, two from the
lower part of the School.  Nevertheless, we will still be pleased to accept more new
members. If you are a prospective member, do not be deterred because you are a
non- player; Webb had scarcely any knowledge of this intriguing game when he first
joined, but learnt while in the Club and is now champion of the first division. There
is a small library of chess books available to members.

Let us hope that in future, members will be more regular in attending the meet-
ings, since this term the third division has had to be abandoned.

The final positions in the other divisions are as follows :

DIV. L Pts. DIV. II. Pts.
Webb 4 Cooper 2
Barker 3 Rudgley 2
Watts 2 Hammond 1
Ellis d Rowe 1
Keemer 0 Critchett Unplaced
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Cadet Corps

Activities have proceeded smoothly and steadily this term. The Company
scored an outstanding success in the Certificate ‘A’ examination. Thirty-nine cadets
passed Pt. 1and seven cadets passed Pt. 2. This is quite exceptional and great credit
for these successes are due to the N.C.O's. for their extremely hard work and good
instruction, often under great hindrance from a few cadets who try to make things
hard for the N.C.O’s. when there is no Officer present.

It is hoped in the summer that all those who have passed Pt. 1 will pass Pt. 2,
and that many more will be fit for Pt. 1.

Qur London Cup section tied with another section from the battalion in the
eliminating contest and lost on the spin of a coin. We were not sorry abour this, as
these competitions take a lot of time off normal training.

Certificate ' T * and Signals Training is going along smoothly, thanks being due
Mr. Briscoe and Mr. Foster for giving us of their valuable time. Several N.C.Q’s.
and cadets have gone on Signals and Cert. ' T’ courses and we hope Mr. Foster and
Mr. Briscoe will soon have plenty of skilled help.

Courses have been better attended this term, thanks to some very keen cadets
in the middle school. We are very pleased to see such keenness, as you cadets in the
middle school are our potential N.C.O's.

The Field Day which is usually held at the end of the term had to be cancelled,
but the Headmaster has promised a day early this term.

The Football team did very well and would probably have won the Cup, but
unfortunately, we played one cadet over age and forfeited the game. It is a pity
when this happens. so disappointing to the rest of the team, and we apologise to them
for not noticing this before. There is another year next year.

I end with an appeal to all cadets to try and attend summer camp in August.
It is to be held at Lulworth and should be marvellous. Good luck to you all,
T. H.

The Scout Troop

It was a big venture to present a play in Fareham this spring. A great deal of
work by many people went into the production and a great deal of despair that the
actors would never learn their parts or ever learn to act. However, as 1s often the
case, all pulled together to make it a success on the actual night of the performance.
Roger Harding. with a leg still bandaged from a previous accident, was suffering from
mild concussion from a knock that morning, but even those in the front of the
audience were unaware that he was depending on a prompter hidden close by him.
Holy Trinity Church Hall was full, with the gallery in use as well. The expenses of
such a show always seem high—they came to £16—but we cleared a profit of £22. It
is very difficult to find good plays suitable for boys under 15 and we were very
fortunate in our choice.
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9th Fareham, Prices School, Scout Troop

The major interest during much of this term's work has been training for the
local Competition Camp and for the County Trophy. Under the new regulations.
Fareham is a big enough Association to be allowed to send two teams to the County
Competition. At our local competition, the 2nd Fareham (Sea Scouts) and our own
Troop were chosen to represent Fareham and District. It speaks well for Scouting
in Fareham that of the 25 teams at Basingstoke from all over Hampshire, the
2nd Fareham came first and the 9th Fareham came fifth, with very little to choose
between the first five teams. This year little else but camping and patrol leadership
entered into the County Competition: it is good that this side of scouting should
receive emphasis, but it is expected that the judging next year will cover a wider range.

After winning the Scouts Sports each year since it was re-started at the end
of the war, we lost the junior section this year by one point to the 1st Swanmore, but
we won the cup for the senior scout section, which was presented for the first time
this year.

‘When this note appears, Summer Camp will be a thing of the past, but as 1
write it still lies in the future. We go again to Rogate, where we have often been
before, though this time to a new site. The whole troop, except two boys, are going
and we shall have the valuable help of two old members of the troop, V. Hoad and
A. Jetfery. We are planning to go next year to Buckinghamshire, to a big estate with
acres of parkland and large lakes. We might be able to arrange a fortnight’s camp.

The parents of the Scouts have been working for months preparing for a Sale
of Work for Troop Funds, and have made some valuable things. We expect to hold
it on Saturday, November 12th, and probably at Price’s School. Please make it as
widely known as possible.

The ‘Reed’ Cup

Some time ago Mr. Reed presented the School with a handsome cup and it
was decided that it should be awarded annually, to the House with the best all-round
record in Athletic competitions. The results this year are printed below: the system
of scoring is as follows: —

Football & Cricket, Senior: 1st 18 points, 2nd 12 points, 3rd 6 points.
Junior: 1st 12 points, 2nd 8 points, 3rd 4 points.
Sports, Senior: 1st 18 points, 2nd 12 points, 3rd 6 points.
Junior: 1st 12 points, 2nd 8 points, 3rd 4 points.
Minor: 1st 6 points, 2nd 4 points, 3rd 2 points.
Steeplechase, Senior: 1st 9 points, 2nd 6 points, 3rd 3 points.
Junior: 1st 6 points, 2nd 4 points, 3rd 2 points.
Swimming. As for the Steeplechase in future years if there is a recognised
division for Juniors and Seniors. This year :—

1st 15 points, 2nd 10 points, 3rd 5 points.

Hockey. If there is a House Competition, scoring will be as for Football &
Cricket.
Other sports may subsequently be added to the Competition.
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More first class scout work has been done lately, but it is difficult to arrange
for this at ordinary troop meetings when there are so many present who have not
passed the second class tests; so the first class work is due a good deal to individual
effort. We are indebted to Mr. Dove for help he has given us in this.

““ Badger’s Green”

For a play to be a success, there must always be co-ordination between the
various people who contribute to both production and acting of the play, and that
this co-ordination was present in no small degree in the Dramatic Society's produc-
tion of ** Badger's Green" was evident in the final result. This was due, no doubt, to
the hard work that Miss V. Jewell and Mr. Hilton, as assistant producer and pro-
ducer respectively, put in. Behind the scenes an exuberant Mr. Forder kept the
boys in a state of amusement, and at the same time he made an excellent job of the
scenery. These people behind the scenes are rarely mentioned, and their work, if
thought of, is often taken for granted. At first it may have seemed that they were,
perhaps, anxious to be freed from certain school periods, but, when it is known that *
they gave up a large amount of their time after school hours, we all give them a
hearty vote of thanks. .

The reception of the play naturally depended on the audience present at any
particular performance, and on the first night the particular audience was a little
‘cold.” Numerically the audience was much smaller than on the following nights,
and this may have heightened the impression of this ‘coldness.” However, the cast
was good, and their reward came on Thursday and Friday. Whether this was due to
the fact that a good few Price’s boys (and friends) came on those evenings will never
be known, but it is shrewdly suspected by some people.

Of the cast, it would be unfair to pick out separate members and praise them
individually, for such was the standard of acting, that they all seemed almost to live
their parts. To act in front of a large number of one’s friends is difficult, for they
always think of one as their friend and not as the person portrayed, but when that
friend can actually forget the person in question, the cast can feel pleased with them-
selves. Of course, this is also remarked when certain lines which would normally
have not created a laugh reduce the audience to laughter, and this play proved no
exception.

On the last night of the play, the appreciation of the services rendered by Miss
V. Jewell and Mr. Forder was shown in what was hoped to be a suitably tangible
manner.

It is necessary to end by dispelling the rumour that the Landlord of the ** Blue
Boar,” Mr. Rogers, is being engaged next season to help with the refreshments for
First and Second Cricket Elevens. He is not. The tea urn will not have a stiff tap
either. Any suspicion of a taste of grease will naturally be pure imagination.

The Library

We have to thank Cooper for the gift of some useful books this term, and we
are pleased to see the number using the Senior Department increasing. Next term
the Library is to be open on Tuesdays and Thursdays at Break, and it may be used
by all members of the School from Form 3 upwards.




image55.jpg
3
Cadet Corps

"

This term is not notable for any * outside
gress can be reported.

activities and so only general pro-

Training has gone on very satisfactorily, and this has been proved by the very
good Certificate ‘A’ results, where, in a total of 36 entrants, only 8 failed. These re-
sults have been bettered on other occasions, but I understand that a certain tighten-
ing-up of the examination has been ordered. The N.C.O's. responsible for this
training have been very keen and have instructed the Cadets in a manner well up to
the high standard set by previous N.C.O's.

At Camp this year (held at Lulworth) we had a very good time. The weather
was exceptionally kind, the food was good and plentiful and the quarters roomy and
comfortable. No complaints were received, and I should think that large numbers
will want to go next year. I should like at least 70% of the Company at camp.
Those that have not been, do not realise what a good time we have.

‘We were unfortunate in having to lose to the Army, C.S.M. Brown, who was
one of the best C.S.M'’s. this Company has ever had, and we all wish him well.

You will not read these notes until after Christmas, so I will just hope you
have had a merry one and that you will all advance in the New Year.
T. H.

The Scout Troop

Last Scout notes for ** The Lion " were written before Summer Camp. By now
we are more ready to look forward to next Summer Camp than to read lengthy
reports of the past. Suffice it to say that we had glorious weather, a glorious camp
site, with a magnificent view. On three nights, small parties hiked to the Harting
hills to camp there and signal back to camp with morse lamps. A good flash light,
focussed and sighted accurately, was clearly read over a distance of four miles in the
dark. We camped with our old friends, the 21st Portsmouth, and it was interesting
to meet among them the patrol that represented Portsmouth, which our boys had
met when they were one of the representatives of Fareham at the Hampshire County
Competition.

The main thing of note last term was the effort made by the Scouts' Parents to
raise funds for the Troop. They did a tremendous amount of work to produce a
sale which raised over £45 profit. Our thanks are particularly due to Mrs. Dove,
among many other workers. It is a very great help to the Troop to have a loyal band
of helpers among the parents. This is the first time that they have made an effort on
this scale.

This term there are two events of note. One is the Parents Night, which is
in the first half of the term, when we hope all parents and friends will come to see
the troop and lantern slides of last summer camp. The other is a Jumble Sale to-
wards the end of the term which is the boys' effort to raise funds. Two years ago,
the Troop raised just over £60 by a jumble sale, which enabled us to start getting
good camping gear of our own.
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interested in Scouts. There will, during the course of the meeting, be a film shown,
and refreshments are being given free. No boys will be allowed at the meeting as it
is meant for adults.

This summer we hope to be able to have a fortnight's camp at Wooton, a
large estate near Aylesbury. The tenant is Mr. Ross, on whose ground we camped at
Rogate last summer.

The Steeplechase

Once again we had a fine day for the Steeplechase but, unusually, both races
were won decisively by individuals and Houses. Neither Foster nor Wallbridge was
seriously challenged and although for a moment it looked as if Blackbrook, with five
home in the first eight, might put in a challenge to School House Juniors, but the
whole School House eight appeared in the first sixteen and Cams had an even easier
victory in the Senior, in which Foster easily repeated his win of twg, years ago.

Although the races were somewhat lacking in excitement, the mathematics
which ensued when the results were being combined to discover the destination of
the cup, were more thrilling. All the houses except Westbury had a chance, but it
was Blackbrook with two creditable seconds who just succeeded.

STEEPLECHASE RESULTS

Junior Senior Combined

1. Blackbrook 100 131 231

2. School House ... 72 176 248

3. Cams 194 70 264

4. Westbury 231 193 424

INDIVIDUAL PLACES
Junior Senior

1. Wallbridge (S) 4. Lucas (S) 1. Foster (B) 4. Baker (C)
2. Winter (8) 5. Scale (B) 2. Ridett (S) 5. Thomas (C)
3. Percival (B) 6. Fletcher (B) 3. Weyman (C) 6. Biggs (W)

Record—Played 8 Won 1 Lost 4 Drawn 3 Scratched 4
RETROSPECT, 1950

As one rather expected, we had to pay for the unusual achievement of having
the two larger grounds mown and rolled in the first week of January. On five half-
holidays in February eight fixtures had to be scratched. We were unlucky to be
without Gregory all the season and Turner retired with an injury after four matches.
We began quite well, beating H.M.S. Collingwood ‘A" by 2-0. King Alfred’s College
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The highlight of the term has been the Field Day. This year we decided to
go farcher afield and visited Stephen's Castle Down. The day was sunny but cool
(ideal conditions) and 600 rounds of blank ammunition were issued! An exciting
battle developed and finally, in a fierce onslaught on the defensive position, the
attackers carried their objective. Whether they would ever have got that far in
actual fact is a debatable point! The umpires declared the attackers won with very
heavy losses.

Ex-C.S.M. Brown, N.C., who left us in the Christmas term, has done exceed-
ingly well in the Army. He has passed for O.C.T.U. (he is too young to go yet) and
we now hear that he has passed out as best cadet of his training group. Brown was
an exceptionally good cadet and he is a fine example for the rest of the company.

Certificate A, Swimming, Sports and camp this term! Let us have a great
success in all these. TH.

The Scout Troop

Though there is nothing exciting to report this term, training has gone ahead
satisfactorily. There are two first class scouts active members of the troop, and
several have nearly qualified. It should be the aim of all scouts to obtain their first-
class badge fairly soon after reaching the age of 14, or even before. We do try to set
a high standard for first class in our troop. A scout who wears the badge should be
one who really knows the work in which he has been tested and not one who has
just swotted it up only to forget it again as soon as each test is passed. The high
standard of proficiency in morse signalling attained by a few boys is a good sign.
Signalling needs a great deal of perseverence in its early stages, but is interesting and
worth while when the grind of learning the alphabet is conquered.

The troop spent a very profitable afternoon and evening on the day the Cadet
corps had a field day. We could not reach our destination, Rookesbury Woods, until
a quarter to three, so that many of the scouts did not get home until after seven at
night, but we had an enjoyable time with useful work, firelighting, cooking, stalking
and signalling.  Our new daylight signalling lamps were very effective. We
were only signalling over a distance of a mile and a quarter, but they were
capable of being used over a much greater range. Rookesbury Woods are
all private and very beautiful, and we very much appreciate the readiness with
which the owner grants our troop permission to go there. Several members of the
troop have purchased their own signalling lamps, which is well worth doing. They
are ex-army and are being sold at the extraordinarily low figure of 7/6 each.

Bob-a-Job week was held during the holidays, but at the time of writing these
notes it is still in the future, so results cannot be given. Last year we did well, both
in the work done and in the money received ; this year we hope to do better.

This term we have the local inter-troop patrol competition on June 11th.
‘We hope to send two patrols to this competition camp. The winning patrol from this
district will compete for the Emlyn Woodcraft Trophy at Avington Park, Itchen
Abbas, on July 8th and 9th. On May 5th there is the Annual General Meeting of
the Local Boy Scouts Association. It will be in Trinity Church House at 8 p.m.
This means a meeting of all parents of all Scouts in Fareham district, and anyone else
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In the Athletic Sports the Company was unable to retain the Junior Cup but
put up a good fight. Sgt. Quinlan however distinguished himself and was chosen to
represent the Hampshire A.C.F. in the National Championship. He ran third in the
220 yards—a very creditable performance.

Camp this year is being held at Camberley, and when you read these notes I
hope you will be saying * We had a jolly good camp.” It all depends on the weather.

All best wishes to those who are leaving School.
T. H.

9th Fareham, Price’s School, Scout Troop

One disadvantage of having Patrol Leaders over 15 years is that in competitions
with other troops. in which senior scouts are not allowed, we suffer from lack of
leadership. This was very evident in the Fareham District Competition this year,
when the Owls, without their patrol leader, who was over 15, came very low in the
competition. This is the first time since the formation of our troop that we have
failed to be in the top two places.

Qur numbers tend to be too great rather than too small. This has the advantage
that one is not tempted to admit boys who are not keen. At the time of writing
these notes (July) several boys are just about to get their first class badge. It is
partly due to lack of staff that we do not win more first class badges.

Summer Camp still lies ahead. We are breaking new ground this year by going
far afield and by being under canvas for a fortnight instead of a week as hitherto.
Both these factors increase the cost of the camp. The camp charge will cover only
food and railway fare, leaving the cost of buying equipment, hiring the chapel tent,
transport costs, to be met out of general troop funds. To be able to do this we hope
to hold a jumble sale towards the end of November. This had been planned for a
year ago, but for one reason after another it kept being postponed until it was
eventually put off until this winter.

The Library

We wish to thank L. Williams for the gift of useful volumes to the Library. A
good many new volumes are added to the Library every term, but it may be of
interest to record here that there has never been a book in such demand as Heyer-
dahl's * Kon-Tiki Expedition.' We could do with several copies.

Chess Club

Although contrary to normal practice, the Club has continued its meetings this
term. Unfortunately the younger members have not been very regular in attendance
and several sessions have been cancelled. We hope that there will be many more
new members next term, for there is no entrance fee; at present there are only
twelve members. We are grateful to Mr. Shaddock for permitting us to make use of
the benches in the Laboratory.
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of them. This was virtually the difference between the two teams. Barr (3), Hans-
ford and Spencer were the scorers.

PRICE’S v. BASINGSTOKE (Final).—This game seemed rather too easy for a
cup final and for the greater part the ball was in the Basingstoke half. Wassell dis-
tributed the ball extremely well and with Barr, once more the spearhead of the attack,
well supported by Hansford, Basingstoke had a hard time of it. Barr (2), Wassell,
Porter and Clarke scored the goals.

Team :—
BYNG
ADAMS JUDD
CLARK PERCIVAL (Capt.) WASSELL
PORTER HANSFORD BARR COLLINS SPENCER

The Scout Troop

The Admiralty have taken over the farm where we have camped at Whitsun
in recent years, so we had to search for a new site, not too far from home, as our
Whitsun holiday this year was all too short. We found one near the river Walling-
ton, which some thought better than our old site.

The Local Association competition camp. for the best patrol in this district,
was won by our Owl patrol. Some years ago our troop always won the local compe-
tition, and once we won the Emlyn Trophy for the whole of Hampshire. We look
forward to the Owls doing well in the County Competition this year. By the timc
this 1s published we shall know whether they have brought home the Trophy.

Summer camp this year is in the New Forest. a few miles from Ringwood.
almost on the banks of the river Avon. The site looked wild and desolatc when I
saw it in February. It should be wild and beautiful in summer. When I looked in
the Troop's box recently, I found a box full of second class badges ordered because
we had expected we should need them. They have not been issued yet. I hope that
by the end of Summer camp every scout will be wearing one, unless he has got his
first class badge.

E.M.R.J.

The Library

This term the Library has been extended by gifts and purchase ; in particular
Read and Barker are to be thanked. Business, however—perhaps because of com-
petition from the new public library—has been somewhat less brisk than usual.

The Junior section has now more than five hundred volumes and we must
here mention gratefully how much the Library and the whole lower school has owed
to the devoted work of Mr. Marsh ; he is bound to be very greatly missed.

Thanks are due too to Nobes and Shaddock for a very useful piece of work
connected with the catalogue of the Senior section.

There is no doubt that what is wanted to increase the effectiveness of the
Library is the removal of VI Arts to other quarters; and for that we still have to
wait.
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the New Forest, and this included crossing the River Avon. Another pair followed
a stream to its source through miles of swamp and undergrowth. Some time during
the fortnight's camp everyone in camp went out on a 24-hour hike.

In the New Year we look forward to further worth-while camps and we shall

be training to make the best use of the opportunities they afford.
E.M.R.J.

Dramatic Society

After two years of apparent inactivity, the Dramatic Society suddenly burst
into life half-way through the term, when after many disappointments the production
of * Master of Arts,” a comedy by William Douglas Home, was started. Despite the
numerous difficulties in the selection of plays suitable for production at school, one at
last had been found which rewarded the months of patient searching.

It was evident by the immediate response that the interest in acting had
increased rather than decreased in the interval of two years since the last production,
and a very enthusiastic cast, with Mr. Hilton as producer, was formed.

Unfortunately the play was started too late for the traditional production at
the end of the Christmas Term, but it was decided that it should be produced early
in the Spring Term.

As the success of a play depends as much on the audience as on the cast, it is
hoped that this year's production will receive the support of friends and parents as
well as of the boys. The play will be acted on three nights.

Finally our thanks must be given to Mr. Briscoe and his willing band of helpers
who, in their contribution to the teamwork of putting on a play, have spent much of
their spare time erecting and decorating the stage.

K.M.D.

Chess Club

The membership of the Club has decreased slightly in the last term. This is
probably due to the many other activities that are open to the older members.

Unfortunately we have now lost Cooper and Williams to their respective
careers and we are greatly indebted to both for the work they have put into the Club.
We also wish to thank Mr, Shaddock for the interest which he takes in the Club,
staying quite late on some evenings giving advice to members on their many chess
problems.

We invite any boys who are interested in chess, whether they can play or not,

to come to a meeting next term, when they can be enrolled as members.
R.B.G.H.

The Library

Thanks are due to Mr. Keevil, who has taken over the Junior Library, for a
great deal of hard work, and to Dimmock for the gift of books. The gradual re-stock-
ing of the Fiction department of the Senior Library has had a good deal to do with
the increase in the number of borrowers and so, I think, has the new Public Library.
At all events the change is very welcome and I hope that many more will come along
on Wednesdays and Fridays at Break this term.
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CAMS—M.]. Roux, R. E. Brack, J. A. Breese, R. P. Colbourne, D. G. E. Crofts, J]. M.
Gay, S. Gibson, G. H. A. Hardwick, D. J. S. Lee, P. A. Lock, B. J. Maidment,
D. Phelan, M. A. W. Powell, D. E. Stevens, D. A. R. Thomas, J. W. Ellen.

SCHOOL HOUSE—C. W. A. Beckett, T. P. Devlin, D. Edwards, M. J. Hammerton,
M. D. Hiscock, B. W. Holmes, L. P. Izod, A. B. Layley, M. B. Malzard, P. R.
Spencer, T. P. Starr, M. A. Targett, A. J. Williams.

WESTBURY—]J. M. Simmons, G. E. Joines, R. N. J. Tregear, T. W. Rands, L. A. B.
Agius, J. Bignell, B. D. Calderhead, R. H. Dennis, D. Glanville, A. A. Holden,
F. E. Holmes, M. Longman, L. J. Noot, C. Rowling, G. F. Vine, B. T. Waterfall.

Cadet Corps

The Battery has never been so large, roughly 150 strong. Training has gone on
all the term uninterruptedly, under a very able group of N.C.O’s. A Cup, which was
presented by Bruce Tappenden (a late C.S.M.), has been awarded for the best turned
out troop on the Monday inspection. The result was a tie between Sgt. Jackman’'s
and Sgt. Cockbain’s Troops ; the rest of the Battery ran them very close. The cup will
be up for competition again next term. It is surprising, but as a result of the competi-
tion the standard of dress has improved enormously.

Both the Soccer teams are moving in their usual way to the final of the County
Competition. Good luck to them from all of us.

Camp this year was held near Weymouth, and after many difficulties it resulted
in the best camp we have ever had. The food was extremely good and plentiful and
the various activities were well organised. It is to be hoped that it will be as good
this year and I would like at least 80 in camp. WIill Cadets start asking their parents
for premission to go? It will be at Bourley in N. Hampshire, between 10th and 17th
August and will cost 10/-

A Happy New Year to you all. T.H.

The Scout Troop

Although it now seems an event of a good while ago, the results of the Emlyn
Trophy Competition should be here recorded. After winning our local competition,
our Owl patrol went to the competition for the best patrol in Hampshire. This was
judged at a week-end camp in Botley. We came second to a patrol from Aldershot,
losing by only 3 marks out of 400.

Summer Camp on the Western outskirts of the New Forest was in wide open
country exposed to whatever weather there was, and we had some of the worst I have
known at summer camp, not only wet, but a cold wind with it. We were on high
ground and all the wind that came to Hampshire came to us first. But in spite of
wet weather it was a very good camp, and the difficulties, faced and overcome, added
to its value. It was a splendid effort by the seniors that, on a day when it rained
trom 8 a.m. without stopping till midnight, produced a really good two course meal
for the whole troop, served really hot and cooked on a wood fire in the open in
pouring rain and a strong wind. A notable feature of this camp were the adventurous
hikes by the older scouts—one pair went on a dead straight line for 10 miles through
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often gone unnoticed by the majority, but those of us who have, at one time or
another, had something to do with the more detailed running of the troop have
noticed how much of his very valuable spare time has been devoted to scout work.

Despite many setbacks and disappointments, especially in the last few years,
he has carried the full responsibility of the troop on his own shoulders with the cheer-
fulness of a true scout. One thing in particular which one noticed about him was the
way in which he put aside the air of a schoolmaster, especially at camp, and treated
the members of the troop with the true feeling of the fourth scout law. The reputa-
tion gained by troop was a sign of the high standard of scouting which he himself set
by his own example.

I am sure then, that all members of the 9th Fareham, both past and present,
will join with me in wishing Mr. Royds Jones good luck and good scouting for the
future.

J.G.P.

The Dramatic Society

After an interval of two years, at the end of January, the Society again pre-
sented a play—the three act comedy * Master of Arts” by W. D. Home. It was
produced by Mr. Hilton and Mr. Keevil and will certainly go down in the annals as
an outstanding success and set standards which will not easily be maintained in future
vears.

Tne play gave a not very realistic representation, it may be guessed, of public
school life, revolving round a Housemaster (P. B. A. Ridett) and one of his boys
(M. Cossens). Ridett, who was scarcely off the stage during the whole play, acted
extraordinarily well, particularly on the last night. Cossens too was very efficient;
he gave a touch of villainy to a part in which he might have chosen to be merely mis-
chievous. Mr. Keevil was most effective as the Headmaster ; few of the audience
will forget his shocked countenance at the end of Act 2, Scene 2 when the boys and
the Housemaster were cheering. Dimmock, in a part which was easy to over-act,
managed most of the time to steer a middle course. Priestley was an unqualified
success as a North-country M.P. who turned out to be a bookmaker. Mr. Howe,
looking like a benevolent Scrooge, tottered happily about the stage as an elderly
Duke.

There were four feminine parts in the play, all the talent being provided by
the fourth form. Chinnery made a charming heroine, Brown a wonderful matron,
Adams an amiable mother and Tregear a most formidable one. They were by far the
best team we have ever had in female parts, and they were beautifully dressed in a
wide variety of creations. We are most grateful to the ladies, and Mrs. Hilton in
particular, who made this possible.

We must not forget those of the modest and retiring community backstage.
Mr. Briscoe, Mr. Foster, White, Gregory and Hedgecock, with numerous assistants,
performed innumerable jobs with great efficiency. Stage erectors, ticket sellers, pro-
gramme sellers and others first made the play possible and then made it a success.
K.M.D. & P.R.L.

Although he would be the last to admit it, a large measure of the success of
this year's production is due to the retiring secretary, Devlin, without whose
unceasing efforts there might well have been no play at all. We wish him all success

and luck in his chosen career.
M.J.C.
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Finally I cannot close without saying good-bye to our R.S.M., P. D. E,
Gregory. Gregory has been in the School about 9 years and has been Sergeant-Major
for nearly 3 years, a record which may well never be beaten, He has done very well
for the Corps and he himself will admit that the Corps has done well for him. He is
going to Sandhurst to become a regular soldier ; we all wish him the best of good

fortune in his career.
T, H.

The Scout Troop

It is with very real regret that I have decided the time has come to say good-
bye to the Scout Troop. Owing to increasing age and increasing family the time has
come for me to relinquish something which is essentially a young man’s job ; more-
over, I have been shouldering a job which in any other troop of similar size is always
shared by two or more men. I have run the troop because I believe in the value of
scout training, and because I enjoyed doing it, but in recent years, and more especially
lately, I have realised that I do not give the time and energy needed, and the troop
lacks the “ life " that a good scout troop should have.

There is one thing in our scout work which I think has maintained a high
standard right to the end, and that is our annual summer camp. In fact it has always
been this that has given me the necessary * push ™ to keep going a little longer. As
each camp came round during the last few years I have said to myself: ** This is going
to be my last summer camp,” and then it has been such a good show that I have
started planning for the next one.

In each generation of scouts I have to thank especially the few older boys
who have stayed on to help me run the troop—f{ifth and sixth form boys for whom I
have not been really able to cater owing to the demands of the junior boys, but with-
out whose help I could not well have run the Troop. More especially I have to thank
the older boys who have staffed summer camps~boys often who have left the troop
to join the Cadet Corps or who have left school. I should think few troops run
summer camp with such a young staff (almost all under 20 except the Scoutmaster)
and yet have such good and well run camps.

The Troop started by four boys going to camp with the 21st Portsmouth
Troop in 1941 and the first meeting of the troop was in the Corn Exchange in Fare-
ham Market in September of the same year. 1 still hear from boys who were at that
first meeting. One of them, Fenwick Gale, is in charge of a Police District in Hong
Kong and recently married ; Vivie Hoad was married these last holidays Other old
members of the Troop are running, or helping to run, other Scout Troops. One year
our Troop won the Emlyn Trophy, which was then given to the best team of six
scouts (up to the age of 18) from all troops in Hampshire being best at all-round
scouting. The Trophy is now given to the patrol best at camping in all Hampshire,
and last summer one of our patrols came a very close second to a patrol from Alder~
shot.

Although I say good-bye to the 9th Fareham Troop I do not say good-bye to
scouting, as I hope to keep in touch with the movement; nor do I say good-bye to
the individual boys of the troop to whom I wish " good scouting” in some other
troop.

E.M.R.]J.

Such an occasion as the closing of the Scout Troop cannot pass without some
small mark of appreciation being given to Mr. Royds Jones for the part he has played
in its organisation. The amount of work which he has put into the troop has all too
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An Adventure in North Wales

Last year, on August 1st, five scouts from the old Price’s School Troop left
Portsmouth bound for Machynlleth, a little Welsh town hidden in the mountains of
Montgomery. Their aim was to hike from there through the mountains to Snow-
don. This did not mean just humping a thirty-pound pack along innumerable roads
to some town a certain number of miles along the road : there is no fun, and quite a
lot of discomfort doing it that way. There is adventure, there are magnificent views,
there is the satisfaction of achievement in going the way we did.

We arrived at Machynlleth in the late afternoon and set out Northwards to
find our first camp site with nothing as a guide but our ability to read a map. The
wooded valley we chose had steep sides, with marsh near the river as the only level
ground, so we were fortunate to find an old and well weathered moss covered ‘‘ tip ”’
from a quarry, forming a delightful platform jutting out above the trees. The milk
which we fetched from a lonely farm two miles up the valley came straight from the
cow into our can, so was fresher than any bottled milk at home. Our next day's
march brought us to the South side of Cader Idris (the seat of the goddess Idris) the
southernmost of the high rugged mountains of North Wales. A scramble up a thou-
sand feet, by the side of a magnificent cascade, revealed no piece of flat ground large
enough for one small tent, so we descended and camped near a friendly farm in the
valley. The next day was Sunday. We had early Communion Service in the
woods with a rock for our altar, and then, leaving our camp standing, climbed the
mountain without packs, along a lake side and round the top of a precipice in a
biting wind to reach the top in thick cloud. Monday saw us skirting the foothills in
sunny weather. Soon after leaving the road we waved to a Southdown coach,
wondering whether the travellers in it guessed we were from ‘* home.”

Our camp a few miles from Dolgelly was in one of the most beautiful spots
one could choose, among trees near the stream with rugged mountains around. We
spent two nights there, climbing mountains during the day. We wore canvas gym
shoes for these climbs. For rapid climbing without packs to carry they are much
more comfortable than boots or heavy walking shoes, and it saves one the rather
futile attempt to keep feet dry, because one gets wet from the start. Our descent
from Y Llethr through boulders and swamps to the old slate quarry gave us a fore-
taste of what was in store on the morrow when we should pass that way laden with
heavy ruc-sacs.

The next day, Wednesday, will always stand out as one of the most memor-
able days of our hike, a day of achievement, of overcoming difficulties that would
make saner people say we were mad to attempt such a hike, The distance travelled
does not sound much, only ten miles, but they were long miles to us, carrying tents,
bedding, food and the rest. After passing the old slate quarry there was not even a
sheep to guide us or help us—in fact even mountain sheep would have avoided that
route. It wasbog and boulders and knee-deep heather. The rain started when we
left the end of the path to the slate quarry and got worse and worse. The clouds
and mist obscured the mountains round which we were skirting, leaving no landmark
beyond the rise and fall of the spurs of the hills to tell us where we Svere. There
was not. for miles, any ground on which it would have been possible to have pitched
a tent or where there was fuel for a fire, so we just had to go on. The rain turned to
snow and hail when we turned into the mountains to cross them by the pass Bwlch
Tyddiad, and we were relieved to find we had ascended the right gulley. On the
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